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Lesson Calendar 


- Golden Text for the Quarter: I have my ted a sont i. I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith.—2 Ti 2 
. October 3.—Paul a Prisoner--The Arrest . . Acts 21 : 17 Fie 22:29 
. October 10,—Paul a Prisoner—The Plot . . Acts 22 : 30 to 23: 35 
. October 17.—Paul a Prisoner—Before Wile os ak Acts 24 
. October 24.—Paul a Prisoner—Before Festus and 

Agrippa Acts 25 : 6-12; chapter 26 
. October 3. P*Paui a Prisoner—The Voyage . . Acts 27 : 1-26 
. November 7.—Paul a Prisoner—The Ship- 

AE ERIS RE OR re aes pe Acts 27 : 27 to 28 : 10 
i November 14.—Paul a Prisoner—In Rome .. . Acts 28 : r1-31 

November 21.—Paul’s Story of his Life. . 2 Cor. 11 : 21 to 12: 10 

9. November 28.—Paul on Self-Denial—World’s Temperance 


ou +0 Nn 


ROU G Se ee as fete Balm lo heh Rom. 14 ! 10-21 
to. December gs. —Paul on the Grace of Giving . . . .2 Cor: 8: 1-1 
as. December 12.—Paul’s Last Words ..... 2 Tim. 4: 0-8 


r2. December 19.—Review 
13. ‘December 2. —The Birth of Christ 


“ 
Lord God of Sincere Hearts 
By W. E. Killough 


: ORD GOD of sincere hearts, 
Come near! 
Ere from ay soul departs 
That fe 
Which thought of thee begets. 
For now my soul is heavy with regrets 
For evil deeds it all too soon forgets, 
And craves the holiness that dwelis with God. 


ihe ale a Matt. 2: 1-12 


Lord God of sincere hearts, 

- Come near! 
Like morning dew departs 

That fear - 

Of evil I- have known. 
But let thy-presénce fix it deeply.. Flown 
Quickly else, I scarce believe that echoing groan 
Is mine,or mine the prayers my tongue was crying. 


Lord God of dincére hearts, 
Come-near ! 
And fix ere it departs 
That fear 
I now desire. to know, 
The genesis of wisdom, and bestow 
A new cleamheart with fixed desire to grow 
Sincere in hating sin and loving God. 


Liserty, Mo. 








Disposing of It Now 

Half of good housekeeping—or office-keeping— 
consists in disposing of waste matter before it accu- 
mulates. ~ Most houses are'cumbered with piles of 
magazines and papers, old letters, half-worn garments, 
dusty pictures, empty boxes, and many more discour- 
aging possessions. After these have lain for a while 
it is much harder to dispose of them than it would 
have been at the start, because one has forgotten just 
what they are, and must become familiar with each 
one of them anew. Half the time and thought would 
be saved by disposing of each thing finally when the 
time comes to lay it aside, and not laying it aside at 
all. It isso with the tasks that press so importunately 
upon “tis. It is ‘very easy to toss’ them ‘upon some 
attic heap_in our minds, . waiting~for a” cleaning-up 


day in the sanguine future—easy at the time, but far 
more difficult in the long run. The only easy way is 
to do or refuse each task as it presents itself, and keep 
a clear docket. If discarding is half of good house- 
keeping, the discarding of what does not belong in 
our lives, and doing it at once, is half of good soul- 
keeping. 
x 


Out Into the Day 

- Death is God’s call to us to take full possession 
of all the wealth that he has stored up for us. We may 
have had many a glorious glimpse of this wealth on 
earth, and many a wonderful experience of what the 
life in Him means, But only when we reach our 
spiritual majority, when we come to the birthday upon 
which for the first time we are ‘‘ of age,’’ do we enter 


into our full inheritance. That birthday is the day - 


when our body dies. Then the partial, incomplete, 
unsatisfying things are done away with. Then, and 
only then, do we leave forever behind our times of 
darkness and night. There is a wonderful old book 
in Egyptian literature, dating back some four thou- 
sand years, which tells us much of that people's re- 
markable belief in immortality. It is commonly 
known as ‘the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Yet 
afiother way of rendering the title is, ‘‘The Book of 
Coming Out into the Day.’’ And that is truer to 
life—and to death, 
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‘The Penalty of High Attainment 


Those who are striving hard and achieving large 
things sometimes miss a goal which they might have 
attained if they had not set their own standards so high. 
And suciva failure is better than success on a lower level. 
A striking instance of this has occurred in the case of 
several Sunday-schools that were working to wim a 
place in the ‘‘Roll of Honor’’ which The Sunday 


Winning by 


HE conventional idea of the hero is that of a man 
who fights, To be sure, we repeat sometimes 
the proverb that peace has its heroes no less 

than war; but in the main we associate heroism with 
situations where there is turmoil and uproar. And, 
since most of our achievement is reached without very 
much tumult, we sometimes question whether there is 
anything heroic in our life. Now and again we tax 
ourselves with not being sufficienly aggressive, and 
look about to see if there is not some.-direction in 
which we might prove that there is life and courage 
in us by stirring things up a bit. Perhaps we have 
been watching some worker who always succeeds in 
making his work spectacular and interesting because 
of the very way he does it, so that we have become 
somewhat dissatisfied at the quiet way in which we 
accomplish our ends. Every now and then we see 
somebody doing no more work than ourselves, but 
making such a successful noise about it that our own 
seems for a little hardly worth attending to. Workers 


‘are everywhere disquieted and unsettled by this sort - 


of thing, and one is tempted to feel that he ought to 
drop his work and go out and make a noise about it. 
He suspects that he has been. too tame, and that he 
ought to have done more fighting. 

But the truth is that there are some men who ought 
never to fight, or at any rate ought never to do it in 
the more familiar ‘way. Worst of all, they are the 
very ones who ate apt to feel that they are cut out for 
warfare. . Full of vim and go, quicker than’ most to 
scent out what is wrong, and-nobly inflamed against 
it, with all sorts of sharp things*te*say and the power 
to say them,—such as these, ‘it would ‘seem; were jast 


School Times announced last spring for all schools 
that had maintained a certain high average attendance 
during the winter months, and then maintained a 
summer attendance which should be a certain percen- 
tage of their own winter attendance. A few schools 
that made an exceptionally fine showing just missed 
the Honor Roll (shortly to be published) because their 
winter attendance was so good. Their summer attend- 
ance, strong though it was, did not quite reach the neces- 
sary percentage of their winter attendance. In other 
words, if they had not done quite so well during the 
winter, then whatthey did during the summer would 
have been ample to place them in the Honor Roll. 
One superintendent, in reporting this fact for his 
school, which missed by a hair-breadth, adds heartily,’ 
«« But we are glad our winter attendance was as large 
as it was.’ Well they may be, and this spirit will 
help them to win next time. For we must not forget 
that the penalty of high attainment is continued high 
attainment. 
x 


Declining ‘‘ Opportunities ”’ 

When the Devil cannot injure’ a man in any 
other way, he sometimes does so by persuading him 
to accept an opportunity for doing good, It is a great 
mistake to accept a call to do good when we could do 
better by leaving it alone. This truth is-well brought 
out by a sentence in a letter from one of the most 
active and efficient Christian laymen in this country. 
In replying to one who had urged him to render a 
certain large and needed service to others, he replied, 
in declining : ‘*I realize what. an opportunity I’ am 
missing : and yet it seems right to miss even great 
opportunities for the sake of doing a little more thor- 
oughly a lot of things that I am already committed to 
and am in danger of doing inadequately.’’ In such 
a decision lies the secret of many a man’s greatest 
usefulness to God and men. 
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Not Fighting 


the ones who ought to be utilized for the fighting 
purposes of the world, Feeling keenly what is wrong, 
and with gifts of indignation, they cannot understand 
how in the presence of things that need redress people 
of slower blood are not as stirred as themselves. . They 
do not believe in temporizing, they are blunt and 
courageous and prefer to say what they think. One 
knows where they stand, and all respect their bold- 
ness and forthrightness. And yet to a large extent 
these are just the ones who ought not to fight, because 
they do not know how and are too impetuous to learn. 

How many such we have all seen, who as the years 
go by do not seem to carry their point, while others 
who seem less forceful have to their credit one point 
carried after another. These fierce onslaughts which 
they made seemed destined to carry everything before 
them, but more often than not they simply succeeded 
in ‘‘jamming the gun,"’ and reducing everything to a 
standstill.. Full of fight as they are, it takes some- 
thing else to make a good fighter. 

One of the requisites of a successful warrior is one 
of the last that we discover, and that is a certain 
reluctance to engage in a conflict. Skirmishing par- 
ties and guerrillas may properly be ready for a brush 
with anything that comes along, - Side issues are their 
delight. Sometimes, to the infinite dislocation of 
everything, a fighter like that gets by some bad for- 
tune into the place of a great general,—and-almost as 
quickly gets out of it. The great leader engages when 
he has to; and one of his greatest sources of power is 
the length of time he has held: back from it. “Think 
of the fine minds,-the morat robustness, the unques- 
tionable:talents-that- have never had a tithe of the 











though in a v 
one of those difficult traditional churches which seem 
to need a shock before anything can be done with 
them. He bad the position well in hand, things were 
mellowing and improving, and one after another his 
points were being carried out, when it occurred to him 
that perhaps he ought to put more ginger into*the 
campaign, His points were being made so naturally 
and easily that it seemed almost laughable. This 
made him wonder whether it was really a bona fide 
victory. If it were the real thing, wouldn't there be 
more racket and antagonism about it? And so, not 
realizing that there is a humorous side to victory, he 
proceeded to make his issues rather more noisily and 
flamboyantly, with the result that the progress grad- 
ually stopped. After thinking it over, he returned to 
‘his former method of winning his points even though 
he had to dispense with the luxury of an uproar, and 
confided to a friend—‘‘1 said te myself, Now, Thomas, 
you have gotten to fighting too much lately, and you 
have gat to stop, decause you always lose when you 
fight.”’ 

Life is a fight, but that does not mean that it is 
always a point-blank charge against the enemy, or 
that it is safe for every man to adopt Grant's tactics 
of sledge-hammer blows, delivered in rapid succession 
right along the line. The battle of life is set for every 
one of us, but it is one of life's surprises to find out 
what different formations the battle takes. Usually 


years, 
sudden forays into public notice, and by lifting their 
voices higher than everybody else, Vast schemes of 

ropag@nda, social and otherwise, are announced with 
rei of trumpets, and two months afterward one won- 


To-day men think to prove their reality by 


ders what has become of them. They may be real, 
but they lack that note of reality of which the scientist 
spoke. Sometimes it seems that Christianity has 
almost disappeared in the noise and tumult, and men 
question its reality because noise is not its character- 
istic note. But it has always triumphed by being on 
the scene when the other programs are forgotten. 
The way it won in the beginning was not by fighting 
in the ordinary sense, but by slow permeation of 
everything arourd it with its principles and its beliefs, 
Often it was most powerful at the moment when the 
world wondered what had become of it. It won mainly 
by not fighting. And the point for many of us is just 
this, that most victories are of the quiet sort, that few 
men are called to the point-blank attack, and that we 
may be at our best as fighters at the very moment 
when we are wondering whether there is any fight left 
in us, There is a great deal of it left in us, only it is 
of a different sort from what we supposed. “We have 


been captivated by spurious forms of it, and find out 
that our real fighting quality lies more in patient wait- 
ing and persistence than in sudden and noisy assaults. 





The Dangers of Santa Claus 


There is more evidence than usual that Christian 
people are awake to two dangers that attend the annual 
visit of the genial and beloved old fiction-saint of the 
Christmas season, Santa Claus. Both dangers are 
grave. One is that Santa Claus will be given the 
chief place in the Christmas exercises of the Sunday- 
school, instead of the Christ-Child whose birthday 
Christmas is ; the other, that children’s faith in their 
parents and friends will be shaken or destroyed by 
being told the Santa Claus myth as though it were true. 

A pastor in Brooklyn writes earnestly as to the pre- 
dominating place of Santa Claus in Sunday-school ob- 
servances of Christmas : 

We are gathering in our services at Caristmas time to cele- 
’ brate the advent of him who came ‘‘to bring good gifts to 
men," and there, robbing God of his honor, we teach our chil- 
dren that another person is the giver of their gifts. Dr. 
A. F. Schauffler, in his ‘‘ Ways of Working,'’ says: ‘‘ ‘There are 
many Sunday-schools that have ‘Santa Claus’ at their anni- 
versary. ‘The thoughts of the children are entirely drawn away 
from the Christ-Child to this semi-heathen individual. Ata 
time when we should be thinking of God's love as manifested 
in the birth of the babe at Bethlehem, our attention is entirely 
taken up with things entirely foreign to this blessed event. 
‘There are many quilt snnaaviad with such an abuse. ... We 
in some measure deceive the younger children to whom every- 
thing is ‘ real.’ ’’ 

We give gifts to each other on Christmas Day 
simply because this is the anniversary of the birth of 
him who waseGod’s greatest Gift to men. It is a sad 
piece of thoughtlessness, if nothing worse, and an un- 
fair defrauding. ofthe children, to let a Christ:nas en- 
tertainment of any sort be held by a Sunday-school 
without, at some time during the exercises, giving 
chief place, in honor and love and gratitude, to 
‘the Christ-Child from whom we have learned ali that 
we know of love and gifts and joy. Ain article in last 
week's issue of The Sunday School Times, on page 
600, told of practical ways of doing this. 

The Sunday School Times does not believe that 
«Santa Claus’ ought to be done away with, for it 
has long expressed its belief that, properly introduced, 
he is a harmless and joyous old figure, whose loss 
out of child-life would be a real loss and one that is 
wholly unnecessary. But we need to be reminded 
that there is a right way and a wrong way of bringing 
him into the life of our homes. That this is so is 


made evident by the following letter from a California 
reader : 


It is not my purpose to question whether or no the Saint 
Nicholas story should be taught as fact or fable, but I trust I 
may be pardoned if | speak of a true incident that came to my 
knowledge which carries its own weight. A mother, who had 
taught her little boy the story of Santa Claus, thought it time 
at a certain age that he should be enlightened. After finishing 
her explanations, to which the little man listened with wide- 
open eyes, having slowly undergone the change from child- 
hood’s implicit faith to manh "s skepticism, he said to his 
mother, solemoly,*** Yes, and next you'll be telling me that 
Christ is all a lie, too.” 

I have a friend who from the beginning has taught her little 
boy that Santa Claus is a fable, but that it is a delightful play. 
He has the usual Santa Claus picture books and poems, and 
talks alwz ys with the reservation that it is a fairy tale. I have 
watched the experiment with interest, and have failed to see 
that little Orin —- his Christmas one whit the less because 
he knows the truth. His enjoyment of the entire Santa Claus 
pi eco seems, so far as I can discover, fully as keen as that 
of the children who believe Santa Claus to be a fact, with the 
added gain that his parents have never told him a falsehood. 


Another message comes from a Moravian mission- 
ary in Nicaragua, who writes with encouraging hearti- 
ness about The Sunday School Times, and then ex- 
presses his earnest conviction on the dangers of the 
wrong way of familiarizing children with Santa Claus, 
He says: 

We teli our little five-year-old girl fairy tales and other 
stories. She knows they are purely imaginative, and not true 
to life. She may say at the end of one of these attractive 
stories, ‘‘‘That is nice, but I know it is not true ; it is fun," 
and we are pleased, If the common West Indian ghost 
stories were explained as merely imaginative, there would be 
far less superstition in these islands to-day. Santa Claus, 
identical with St. Nicholas of the-Russian Church, where at 
Christmastide he still ‘takes the place of the child Jesus”’ 
who really and truly gives us Christmas. gifts, is, after 
all, a mighty usurper. I do not know of any parent or donor 
who explains to the child the fact that the stockings hung up 
were really filled, not by some occult being, but. by the giver 
himself, which is the truth. Let the child be told that father 
or mother will play, or has played, the réle of a Santa Claus, 
or Father Christmas, and all is well. ‘* Innocent’’ as the 
Santa Claus " fun"’ may be, there are many: who feel that it is 
morally hurtful to the child. The child is deceived as to the 
giver ; for was it Santa Claus who gave the presents? Santa 
Claus, it is said, is, moreover, the real spirit of family Christ- 
mas gifts. “Santa Claus gave me this" is, alas ! an expres- 
sion all too common at Christmas. Even the Christmas exer- 
cises nowadays, both sacred and secular, are more and more 
bringing Santa Claus to the fo und and relegating the 
Child Jesus to the background.  medizeval saint takes the 
place of the Divine Saviour. Is this well? 


often among his most real and treasured facts, yet. 


never for a moment resulting in actual self-deception 
nor the need that any one else shall deceive him. 

It is in this make-believe world of the child’s* that 
Santa Claus belongs, and there he will be gladly wel- 
comed, If children are told about Santa Claus 
and his mythical doings in this spirit, they will be 
quick to accept him and enjoy him, yet will never 
necd to pass through the unsettling and certainly 
harmful experience of learning that they have been 
deceived by those whom they trusted. That is too 


high a price to pay for our children’s Christmas fun. 


am 


From One Who Knows How 


As a rule, those who seek help most eagerly in 
order that they may do more efficient work are they 
who are already doing far better than the averayre. 
The Sunday School Times recently received a letter 
from a Texas subscriber who asked for suggestions 
that would improve his work : 


I am in a place where I have to work till almost ten o'clock 
every night ; I have not got time for'anything. Sometimes | 
guess they would like to have me work on a Sunday, but I 
will not do that at all, for I have enough to do Sundavs of 
church work to last. All the rest I get on Sunday is one hour. 
I am a superintendent and teacher of a little mission in this 
city. I-have a poor: blind man at my mission who takes an 
active part in the services, Will you tell me how | ean make 
it moresplain to him? This is what I have been doing lately, 
and he enjoys it ; but if you have a better plan, please let me 
know. Every Sunday after the Sunday-school lesson I ‘sit 
down by him and read ten.or twelve chapters from the Bible, 
and explain.it.as.1.go along. Da .you, know, he enjoys .no h- 
ing better, for every Sunday after the lesson he says, ** Now 
comes my service,’’ and he is tickled to death over it. During 
the week I pick out some good, interesting chapters, and sit 
down and explain it, and when Sunday comes I have it all 
ready for him. 


Most of us who made a regular practise of reading 
a dozen chapters of the Bible to a blind man every 
Sunday after superintending and teaching in a Sunday- 
school, and working till ten o'clock week-nights, 
would not be hunting for ways to do this better. The 
Texas reader is teaching the rest of us a lesson as he 
seeks to improve his methods of work. The Editor 
is grateful to him for the tonic of his hardy, uncon- 
scious, self-sacrificing determination to spend himself 
to the uttermost for the Lord and the Lord’s needy 
children. No suggestions.for betterment seem to be 
needed, in that quarter. If, indeed; he would be in- 
terested in helping this blind man to read the Bible 
for himself, he can get information .as to publications 
in raised letters for the blind from John Fox, D.D., 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, New York, 
and the Rev. Albert Dale Gantz, Financial Secretary 
of the Society for Providing Evangelical Religious Lit- 
erature for the Blind, 45 Broadway, New York City. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s. Prayers 


* RACIOUS God, our Father, thou source of wisdom, we 
come te thee for guidance. Life perplexes and baffles 
us. Things do not come out as we expected they 

would. Our problems grow more complicated day by day. 
We even wonder sometimes if truth is what we supposed and 
believed. Problems of duty distress us, and prove hard to 
solve. We think we are doing right, and are serving thee— 
and then, somehow, scence: seems to go wrong.... We 
pick up our load, and presently it grows heavier on our back, 
toe heavy’: we are like’ to be crushed beneath it... . Lord, 
what does it mean? . Only thou canst tell us. We look to thy 

rovidence, hed Spirit, and thy Word, to make it plain. We 

ave need of thy hand in ours, thy presence with us moment 
by moment, or we go hopelessly astray. When we walk with 
thee we cannot go wrong. -:‘How is it we lose touch with thee 
so often, and find ourselves astray in the tangled wilderness ? 
. . » Is it that we have failed to learn the lesson of love? ‘leach 
us that lesson. Teach us to suffer, if need be, and still be 
strong ; to be disappointed; and still look up into thy face 
unafraid: . . . Keep us from counting so much on present suc- 
cess. Keep us from hazarding our peace and staking our faith 
on aur poor calculations as to events. How do we know what 
ougm to happen ?... So fill our hearts with the supreme joy 
of leving obedience and loving service that nothing else can 
find a crack to get in by. ... Oh, that we may be more like 
cur Master—full of filial obedience the whole day long, and 
then content to fall asleep in the midst of any storm or stress, 
satisfied just to be in thy hands. 
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Was Paul the Faterpreter of Jesus ? 


By james Stevenson whe ‘D.D., Profenor of the New Testament Department in Auburn Theological Seminary 





N UNDERTAKING to discover the relation of 


resurrection 
ospel was not what we ordinarily mean when we 
of «the four Gospels.’’ rrp ons ge rings 
gospel of those eternal verities which the events and 


These may be summarized nder four headings : () 
The Condition of Salvation; (2) The Method an 
- Means of Salvation ; (3) The Completion of Salva- 
tion ; (4) The Person of Christ. 
1. Condition of Salvation. Once and again 
~ in the Gospel of John, Jesus sets forth the fundamental 
necessity to salvation of faith in himself. ‘*As Moses 


lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must. 


the Son of man be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth 
may in him have eternal life’’ (3:14, 15). ‘They said 
therefore unto him, What must we do, that we may 
work the works of God? Jesus answered and said 
unto them; This is the work of God, that ye believe 
on him whom he hath sent’’ (6:28, 29)... ‘‘ He that 
believeth on me; though he die, yet shall he live’’ 
(11:25). In 'this whole gospel the dividing line which 
cuts to the bottom of the heart attitudes of men is that 
which puts faith in Jesus upon one side and unbelief 
on. the other,—and we use the phrase. ‘‘heart-atti- 
tudes’’ because the faith of the Gospels is never a 
mere intellectual assent to certain doctrines about 
Jesus.:.. It is, rather -the commitment of the will and 
life to the ‘realization of all that the teachings involve. 
It\'secures just what the words of the Master in the 
Synoptics call for when he says,. ‘come unto me,”” 
‘follow me’’ Over one way or another, it. ever 
comes back to this; that men must receive him by 
unreservedly giving themselves to that for which’ he 
stands; ‘Life, to be saved, must come under the démi- 
nance of the will of God. 

How that dominance is to be understood in its wath 
and fulness is seen in the life of Jesus. Hence we 
are to follow him. Faith in him brings the Kingdom 
of God into the soul. This we believe was Jesus’ con- 
ception of saving faith, and Paul had no other. There 
is in all faith an element of knowledge. We must 
know what we. are believing in, else faith were blind. 
And when Paul preached he asked for faith in a 
risen Lord. He could point to the Cross and urgé 
men to trust a Saviour who had died for their forgive- 
ness and risen for their justification. The difference 
in the content of his message was due simply to -his 
historical position. It in no way changed the neces- 
sity of faith.: It only gave it larger reason for exercise. 
Faith is both that initial act and abiding attitude 
which opens the life of a man to the i incoming of the 
power of God. Weare saved by that incoming power. 
God himself cannot save us unless we admit the power 
of heaven into our inmost being. Faith is the condi- 
tion on our part for the entrance of that power. 

it was the profound realization of this that changed 
Paul the Pharisee into the great Apostie of faith. 
All his strivings for righteousness became in his 
eye but ‘‘dead works,’’ and because Judaizing teach- 
ers tried fo press the claims of outward means, such 
as ritual observances or the requirements of tradition, 
Paul was called upon to insist upon faith as the sole 
and sufficient condition of salvation. Only faith could 
justify men ; only through an abiding faith could they 
be sanctified. All this is earnestly and emphatically 
set forth in the Epistle to the Galatians: ‘*A man is 
not justified by the works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ’’ (Gal. 2:16). ‘That life which I now 
live in the. flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in 
the Son of God"’ (Gal, 2:20). No less than Jesus 
did he count obedience of vital import, but. it was an 
obedience which sprang frem faith. No man could 
render a true obedience who had not first put his trust 
in Christ, and thus with giad, responsive heart sought 
to fulfil his will. 

Paul's doctrine of faith is thus profoundly. ethical. 
It leaves a man nothing to do in the way of earning 
his salvation ;-it inspires him to an unceasing’activity 


PERRET 

doubt as to the answer to the question that it dis- 

- cusses. he is likely to lay it down not only satisfied, 

_ at tony $0 pth septa quection Could we have 

_ edloquately understood Jesus without Paul as 
interpreter ? 








_ in working out the salvation which Christ has provided 


for him. In turning to the teaching regarding 

2. The Method and Means of Salvation, we come 
to a presentation of the truth which is distinctively 
Pauline. Any student of the Judaism of Paul's day 
knows that its central and dominating consideration 
was the Law. To keep the Law was the sum and 
substance of religion. Paul himself had striven earn- 
estly, pathetically, to observe it, Suddenly, by his call 
on the Damascus road, he was placed in a new and 
vital relation to him whem he clearly recognized as 
the ‘Messiah. ‘What about the Law? 

Paul's whole interpretation of the method of salva- 
tion is shaped by that question. If one were to look 
for a single word by which to give a general descrip- 
tion of it, no better one could be selected than ‘‘legal- 
istic.’’ That certainly was not the method of Jesus.., 
And ‘yet Paul was as emphatic as Jesus in condemning 
the Pharisees and their method. His conversion had 
placed the Law in an entirely new relation to him. 
Into the interpretation of that new relation and its 
import he put his whole soul. 

Before we enter upon it, let us see what Jesus had 
to say about the Law. He expressly stated that he 
did not come to destroy it (Matt. 5:17). He sums 
it up in the two requirements of love to God and 
ito one’s neighbor (Luke 10 : 27), and declares that 
whoever mieets them Shall live. ‘To show that these 
requirements touch not merely outward observances 
or superficial relations, Jesus gives interpretations 
of specific applications of the law (see Matt. 5 : 21-47). 
These set forth to us the meaning of ‘‘the will of 
God," regarding which we are to pray that it be done 
‘tas in heaven, so on earth.'’ In all this Jesus up- 
holds the Law. How well he knew that men did not 
and could not satisfy its searching demands! His 
mission was to save them because they could not. 
But it was not in so doing to abolish the Law, It 
was rather to change it from an outward demand to 
an inward principle. And right here we touch the 
point where Jesus stops and Paul begins. And the 
reason is that Calvary and the resurrection intervene. 

It was these that made possible the writing out of 
the -full doctrine of the Law. In the doctrine of the 
Kingdom of Heaven as Jesus unfolds it, spiritual law 
is enthroned and glorified. But the whole power 
which gives it this position comes from the victory of 
Jesus in death and resurrection. Jesus in no way 
denied man’s legal relation to God, but it was only 
the Passion itself which could explain how the ‘‘curse 
of the law’’ was removed; how in the gift of the 
Spirit we were to be able to make the Law the prin- 
ciple of life and growth. This Paul unfolds. 

It was in the light of the law that sin became evi- 
dent, and the more spiritual the interpretation of the 
Law, the surer the condemnation brought upon diso- 
bedience. What power could remove the certainty 
of that condemnation ?- The best attempts at justifica- 
tion through the keeping of the Law were failures. 
Along that way man’s case was hopeless. Hence 
Jesus’ words about redemption and the remission of 
sins through his blood (as in Mark 10:45, Matt. 26 : 28). 
Is it anything but the full expression of all that those 
words imply when Paul writes, ‘* All have sinned, and 
fall short of the glory of God,’’ but are ‘‘ justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God set forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith, in his blood’’? ‘*Do we then make 
the law of none effect through faith? God forbid ; 
nay, we establish the law."’ 

There has been in these later days an earnest protest 
against the ‘‘ fictional’’ forms in which Paul has been 
represented as framing his teaching. It is well to note 
that no expoinder of truth ever insisted more upon real- 
ity than did he... When, a man is justified through faith 
there is not a single element of .the whole transaction 


that should be described as fictional. Justification 
means coming into a right relation with God. That 
right relation means that one's sins have been for- 
given and that the power for the realization of the 
qualities of the new life has been given. What is 
there here which is unreal? Paul's doctrine of the 
atonement is the revelation of the heart of God. 

What Calvary and the first Easter morning were to 
the understanding of the plan of Redemption, Penie- 
cost was to the understanding of the actual place and 
power of the Spirit. _ Paul is but carrying out upon 
the same line the development of the teaching of 
Jesus, when, with his own experience to instruct him, 
he finds the Spirit to be the witness to a man of his 
new life in Christ, —the pledge of a redemption to be 
completed in a glorious resurrection life. This last 
fact leads us to speak of Paul's doctrine of 

3. The Completion of Salvation. That was, for 
Paul, to come when his Lord should come again. It 
is the teaching of a mind unshaken in faith, almost 
impatient in hope, and confident of glorious issues. In 
poetic strain the Apostle pictures all creation as wait- 
ing for the *‘revealing of the Son of God,’’ for that 
time when this *‘mortal shall put on immortality,’’ 
and in the ‘‘ spiritual body’’ redemption shall reach 
its eternal consummation. It requires no ‘‘argu- 
ment'’ to show that these teachings are based upon 
the words of Jesus, The, new life within us by the 
presence of the Spirit is not to be frustrated by death. 
Man is not simply spirit. ‘The immortality of the 
soul'’ is not a doctrine of Jesus, _ It is rather the im- 
mortality of man. The resurrection has more to tell 
us than that the spirit shall survive death. Socrates 
argued for that. We are not to be disembodied in that 
other blessed life. The great teaching which to John 
made the resurrection of Lazarus so significant was, 
‘*Il am the resurrection, and the life.’ Christ's own 
resurrection was the promise and type of what outs 
shall be. That great, triumphant chapter upon the 
resurrection, the fifteenth of First Corinthians, is 
built with wondrous care. upon the words.and experi- 
ence of Jesus. 

4. The Person of Christ. Perhaps the most ab- 
sorbing question to-day in the study of the Gospels is 
that of the self-consciousness of Jesus. Reverent in- 
terpretation seeks to understand in ordér to draw the 
largest help from his life. ‘Over against statements 
which transcend any mefe Human consciousness, it 
places those which. speak ‘of prayer, teniptation, and 
real soul struggle, and then tries to form some concep- 
tion of the whole. The whole study has secured for 
the humanity of Jesus its rightful place. It has for 
some made difficult the conception of his deity. There 
can be no adequate interpretation, however, of all that 
the Gospels offer us unless we find the God-man in 
Jesus. Through the human the divine appears, and 


such statements as are found in Matthew 11 : 27, John 
3: 11-13, 17:5, require more than ‘‘ethical one- 
ness’’ to explain them. The Sonship which appears 


so early in his life is unique in Jesus. Upon it rests 
the reality of his Messiahship, as upon this rest his 
claims to be the Redeemer, Judge, and Quickener of 
Men. He speaks of himself as coming from heaven, 
and he prays that he may have the glory which he 
had with the Father before the world was (John 17 : 5). 

It is from such claims as these, together with all 
that the resurrection and ascension of the Lord 
opened to his mind, that Paul constructed his teach- 
ing regarding his Master. Religiously considered, 
this world is but the stage of redemption. Man's 
salvation is the great purpose spanning all its years 
and changes. Naturally Paul gave his emphasis to 
the place and work of the risen Lord. He has not, 
however, ignored the humanity. In the very impo- 
tency of the law to save he saw the necessity of the 
incarnation (Rom, 8 * 3), and the name which he so 
often uses, ‘* Jesus Christ,’’ bears witness to the recog- 
nition of both the humanity and deity in the Messiah. 

Development there is ; so there are forms of ex- 
pression which are peculiarly Pauline. But there is no 
such mixture of ‘‘individualism’’ as to put the truth ~ 
out of line, with that which Jesus gave and which 
the great events of his life involve. Paul was true to 
his Master, and, by his developed teaching has shown 
us the inestimable are of the x ssaAied s enlighten- 
ment 
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CONIUM, still called Konia, to which Paul and 
Barnabas fied from Antioch, was not a Roman 
Colony, but a Hellenized city, that is, a city in 

which Greek constitutional methods of government 
by elected magistrates had been established and 
Greek civilization and education flourished. The 
people prided themselves that Iconium was the most 
ancient of cities, existing before, and rebuilt imme- 
diately after, the flood. ‘Fhe king of kconium at the 
flood was Nannakos; and in Greece it became a 
proverbial expression for immemorial uity to 


say ‘‘older than Nannakos,’’ as we say ** the 


flood'’ or ‘‘ antediluvian.’’ 

‘In this belief that Iconium was the most ancient of 
cities, there is an interesting analogy with Damascus, 
where the same belief has always been held, The 
situation of the two cities is very similar. Each lies 
on a lofty level plain, Damascus 2, 300, Iconium 3, 370, 
feet above the sea. Each hies at the western edge of 
the plain, which stretches far away to the east, but is 
bounded by mountains a few miles to the west of the 
city. Each is welt supplied with water that flows 
down from the mountains on the west; but the small 
streams that come to Iconium and are exhausted in 
the city cannot compare in size with the rivers that 
rush through Damascus to lose themselves in the 
thirsty plain on the east. Each city, however, profits 
by the abundant water; the fertile soil becomes a 
great garden; both are green with trees, which are 
conspicuous in the distant view and gladden the eyes 
of the traveler approaching across the dry plains. 
Yet there is no monotony in the view from either city 
across the vast plains, for character and variety are 
imparted by mountain peaks which rise sharply here 
and there like islands in an ocean. 

Iconium and Damascus were also alike in being 
both cities rather of. peace. and commerce,,.than of 
‘war, Neither could be made a strong city in ancient 
methods of warfare except by walls of vast size like 
those: of Babylon; neither had: a strong citadel on a 
central hill; neither was guarded by difficult and 
steep approaches, ‘Their importance lay in their Pa 
ductiveness ‘and the wealth which they derived from 
agriculture and trade. Both must attract inhabitants 
from the beginning of organized human society, and 
their proud claim to vast antiquity was based on truth 
and fact. Damascus has bulked far more largely in 
the eyes of the world than Iconium, because it lay 
close to the great peoples of ancient history, Jews, 
Assyrians, Arabs. 


Cities Where the Masses Ruled 

The problem of associating in one city the alien 
and often hostile minds and manners of Asiatics and 
Europeans was attempted in different ways at Ico- 
nium, at Antioch, and at ‘Tarsus; but in all those 
great cities of Asia Minor the same problem was 
engaging attention, and varied constitutions and laws 
were framed to make possible a peaceful amalga- 
mation of the diverse elements. In Iconium the 
Hellenic element consisted mainly of the educated 
and Hellenized part of the native population, with 
some immigrant-Greeks. But it reckoned itself a 
Hellenic city, and its. inhabitants are correctly called 
Hellenes by Luke,-wherens he never uses that term 
about Antioch or Lystra, which were Roman colonies, 
Even in such a small detail as that, he is strictly 
accurate, But about eighty years afterwards, Iconium 
was granted the rights of a Roman colony, though 
there is no reason to think that Roman’colonists were 
senttoit. Shortly before Paul visited Iconium the Em- 
peror Claudius had observed and rewarded the loyalty 
of Iconium by granting to it the title Claudian; and 
it long retained the name Claudiconium, 

Corresponding to the difference between Antioch, 
where an aristocracy of Roman colonists was the 
ruling influence, and Hellenic Iconium, where power 
lay with the whole body of citizens, were Paul's ex- 
periences in the two cities. _From Antioch he had 
been expelled by Jewish foes who worked on the 
ladies of the aristocracy. In Iconium they had to 
accomplish the same object by working on the feel- 
ings of the general body of citizens, wirich is a slower 
process; and while it was going on Paul * tarried 
there a long time speaking boldly.’' Gradually 
‘*the population of the city was divided, and part 
held with the Jews and part with the apostles." The 


The Cities of the’ 
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sionary werk, under the guidance of one has 
ee eg en st A Se Oe eee 
is the e offered to readers of this paper by 
Professor Ramsay. There is given here a fuller 
glimpse of the cities than has been feasible during 
the past year’s lesson studies; the sketch offers 
a help of exceptional value in the year’s review. 





process is characteristic ot popular government, such | 
sta 


as Hellenic cities loved. Paul was thus-able to stay 
much longer in-Iconium; and-it is not strange that 
the city appears in subsequent history as a very im- 
portant Christian center, sending its influence far 
through central Asia Minor. . 

Iconium was the last city of Phrygia; and.the two 
Apostles after leaving it crossed the frontier and came 
into.the region of Lycaonia with its two cities, Lystra 
and Derbe. There was another part of Lycaenia, 
which was not at that time part of the Roman 
Empire, and therefore lay outside the limits which 
Paul set to his work. Lystra was, like Antioch, a 
Roman colony, with a body of Roman settlers among 
a larger population of rude Lycaonian rustics. It lay 
in an open valley among the hills, close to the junc- 
tion of two streams which flow. from the western 
mountains into the plain twenty miles south of Ico- 
nium. It never exercised much influence on-the 
development of the country, but remained a small 
rural town to the end, always attracting some popula- 
tion and deriving moderate wealth from its fertile 
valley, but by its secluded position unsuited ever to 
become great. The character of this rude, un- 
educated country town appears in all. Paul's adven- 
tures there. Though Greek was certainly the language 
in which he preached, yet Lycaonian, not Greek 
(which only educated people knew), was the language 
most familiar to his worshipers: Paul’s appeal to 
them was in the simple style which suited a rustic 
people: the populace was easily turned from the 
extreme of adoration to the extreme of hatred. 
There were some Hellenes in Lystra, among them 
Timothy, as we learn later, and Paul reached this 
educated class; but on the whole he had not great 
success. Both the rude Lycaonian. mob and the 
Roman aristocracy remained outside of his. influence. 
It was the vigorous, progressive middle class, fairly 
educated, but yet neither cultured dilettanti nor self- 
satisfied philosophers, among whom Paul found most 
hearers and converts, though there were in every 
city a few from the higher classes and a considerable 
number of the humblest attracted by his teaching. 

Derbe, where Paul made many disciples, was a 
city of the open plain, on a great road which derived 
some importance at this time from its position as a 
frontier city of the Empire, where customs had te be 
levied on imports and business was active. But like 
Lystra it never became important in the history of 
the Church, and almost disappeared from notice dur- 
ing the fifth century. 

The great service to Pauline study of fixing exactly 
the site of Lystra, and approximately that of Derbe, 
was rendered by an American scholar and traveler, 
Professor Sterrett of Cornell. 


The Gate Between Asia and Europe 

Ephesus, the commercial capital of the great and 
wealthy Province of Asia, was not in Paul's time the 
official capital. Hence he never came in contact 
with the Governor of the Province, as he did at 
Corinth with the Governor of Achaia and in Paphos 
with the Governor of Cyprus. It is quite clear that 
when the riot, which was caused by Demetrius and 
allayed by the Secretary to the city, took place, there 
was no provincial Governor resident in Ephesus. 
The city, which is now five miles from the sea, was 
in the first century a seaport, the most important in 
the whole of Asia. To the Romans, Asia was the 
name of the Province which included the western part 
of Asia Minor: it was bounded on the east by the 
Province of Galatia, and on the north by the Darda- 
nelles and by the Province of Bithynia; and it ranked 
as the most important in the Roman Empire, so far 
as education and wealth were concerned. Ephesus 
was the great harbor, at the old mouth of the Cayster, - 


the cities in Asia except Ephesus. 


- Continent. It was the gate through which Asia looked 
- Out toward Europe. Hence already on his second 
— Paul was evidently bent on entering the 


nce Asia and going to Ephesus; but he was 

forbidden by Divine command to preach in the Prov- 

ince Asia at that time, and was finally, after long 
ing, conducted to Europe. 

On his third journey, after going through the 


- Churches of Galatia he went straight to 


visiting no other city by the way. He had ed 
ere'this that the best way of reaching the people was 
not to go over the smaller cities one by one, but to 
proceed direct to the capital of each Province. In 
the capital he had the opportunity of addressing, not 
merely the inhabitants of the city itself, but also 
numbers of people who for one reason or another 
came to the principal city, some for business, some 
for religion, some for law, some for education or 
curiosity. Especially the religion of the great god- 
dess of Ephesus, Artemis or Diana, exercised a strong 
influence over the whole Province Asia. Many peo- 
ple came on pilgrimage to worship. More came to 
see the magnificent ceremonies and splendid games 
by which the magistrates’ and wealthy citizens hon- 
ored the festivals of Diana and made the city brilliant. 
Such magnificent ceremonies. cost large sums of 
money; but the expenditure was productive, because 
hosts of visitors were attracted to the shows, and 
spent large sums of money in Ephesus. Here Paul 
established himself for a long residence, and exer- 
cised a strong iffluence on the people. Some of the 
chief men of the Province, wealthy persons who were 
appointed priests in the worship paid by the Province 
to the Roman‘ Emperors as the’ embodiments. of 
divine power on earth, were his’ friends. The per- 
sons who practised magic, and who were also dabblers 
in science and investigators of the secrets of nature 
and practisers of spizitualistic arts, found that their 
influence was seriously affected. 


Other Christian Centers 

The votaries of the goddess, wha used to buy offer- 
ings to present to the goddess, now went to listen to 
Paul; and all the trades which ministered to the 
wants of devotees were seriously affected. The 
theater, in which the rioters gathered to shout 
their adoration of the goddess and their hatred of 
Paul, is still a stately ruin, of vast size; and a broad 
street leads down from its northern extremity to the 
ancient harbor (now a swamp covered with reeds), 

Though Paul founded many other churches in the 
Province Asia, this was done through his helpers, 
such as Timothy, Titus, and others. He himself 
says that he had never seen the faces of the Colos- 
sians or the Laodiceans; but he wrote to them, and 
he sent envoys to speak'in his name. Miletus, on 
the south shore of the gulf into which the Meander 
used to fall, but which is now several miles distant 
from the sea because the river has filled up the gulf 
completely, Paul did visit more than once. His 
ship stayed there in A.D. 57, and the Ephesian 
Elders came to hear his farewell message ; and again 
years later, after he had returned from the great trial 
in Rome, we know that he was in Miletus and left his 
faithful friend Trophimus there sick. 

Troas played the greatest part in Paul’s life of all 
It was a Roman 
colony, and a harbor of the first importance for com- 
munication with the coasts of Macedonia, It was 
also the sea-end of one or more roads from the north- 
ern parts of Asia Minor. Thus Padl came down to 
Troas on his second journey. ‘There he found Luke. 
There he had the dream which beckoned him on into 
Europe. From Troas he sailed for Philippi. Again 
at a later date, when forced to leave Ephesus, he 
came to Troas intending to sail for Macedonia; but 
finding there an open door he stayed for some time 
in mission work. Again on his way to Jerusalem, he 
sailed from Macedonia to Troas. Many yeurs later, 
he again visited this important harbor in his progress 
round: the Aigean churches; and there he left the 
cloak, whose want he felt in the winter following. 
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LESSON 1. 













By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 

Getting Started in Class 
ID you ever see a conceited 
know a conceited when you see one? 
pes cary Se le Was Paul a con- 
ceited man? Give your reasons. But what can -ve 
say as to a man who, at the ciose of his life, makes 
such a declaration as this: -1 have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness.”. Honestly now, how does that sound ? 
Let us tell each other frankly, and give our reasons. 
It will be a simple matter eye almost any class 
to discussing with a good deal of interest, at the out- 
set, the very heart of the lesson, Let them have 
full liberty to defend or criticise Paul, as they will; 
then propose a careful consideration of all the circum- 
canes under which Paul wrote at the time he made 

his claim, : 


The Teaching of the Lesson 
We have in our hands the letter of a prisoner who 


? Do you 


was under a charge that would probably mean his 


death. Mr. Ridgway’s first paragraph puts this with 
startling directness. What do we know about this 
prisoner and the people to whom he would be likely 
to write letters,—especially the one to whom this let- 
ter. was written? Try Miss Slattery’s very effective 
and interesting questions ety raphs 2 to 5,:inclusive, 
of her article) on Paul and his letters, to get the class 
into their subject, .The facts that are needed as to 
Timothy’s life and work and large responsibilities 
are given in Professor Riddle’s third paragraph. 
The assigning of this latter material to some pupil 
in advance, to be ready to re 
class session, would be well; 

fact that Timothy himself knew what imprisonmént 
was, and let the reference to that be read aloud. 


This. was no-_ordinary letter from one man; to an- 


other. It was the formal transfer of a life-work from 
one to another. What other case in the Bible do we 
remember, when a great man of God turned over. to 
a young helper the formal responsibility for carrying 
on his work? ‘(Elijah and Elisha.) Is it ever done 
nowadays? Can you give instances? Paul was fit- 
ting the axe-head to a new handle, as Mr. Piersoh’s 
very striking citation of the Benares Brahman’s tilt 
with a missionary shows. Good use can be made of 
Mr. Piersén’s entire presentation of this truth, which 
will impress any class, 

There are five different reasons, all solemn ones, 
in the first verse of the lesson, which. show how 

reat was the burden now to rest. upon Timothy. 
hat were they? This charge was laid upon Tim- 
othy (1) in the sight of God, and (2) of Christ Jesus, 
and (3) in recognition that a time of judgment was 
coming, and (4) that Jesus himself was to come back 
eh and (5) that a kingdom was to be established 
of which Jesus was to be the head. It was in the 
light of these great facts that Paul was summoning 
his loved young friend Timothy to carry on the work. 
Suppose that we stopped and thought of these five 
facts before entering upon any ae and also 
as,we went on with everything that we do. What 
would be the effect? The solemnity of an Oriental 
appeal to the deity is explained by Dr. Mackie. 
he kind of false teaching against which Paul 
warned Timothy is discussed oy rofessor Riddle on 
verse 3, and in Professor Ramsay’s fourth paragraph. 
What instances of itcan the class think of in present- 
day life? A modern Oriental instance is cited in 
Dr, Mackie’s second paragraph. 

phon verses 7 and 8 for the time, bring out the 
thoroughly human side of Paul as shown in verses 9- 
15. Professor Ramsay's seventh paragraph touches 
on this, and helpful explanations will be found in Pro- 
fessor Riddle’s comments on those verses, 

Paul’s trials furnish interesting material for a brief 
consideration in class. There is a reason that does 
not appease in the text why there were comparatively 
few who could have been with him in court: it is 
stated in Professor Ramsay’s next-to-last paragraph. 
The different views as to events before and after the 
trials are given in President Sanders’ first paragraph. 
Why did Paul rejoice in his temporary acquittal? Pro- 
fessor Ramsay’s next-to-last paragraph answers this. 

So now we have before us the circumstances.of the 
writing of this letter, and the life of the man to whom 


it was written; and all this agg there has.been pass- - 


ing before us the life of the man who was. writing 
it. .What light do these facts throw.on the question 
that was raised at the start, as to Paul’s conceit in 
making the claim he did in verses 7 and 8? 
To begin with, we know too much about Paul 


rt upon it during the . 
ave the class note the © 
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DECEMBER 12. PAUL’S LAST WORDS 


2 Timothy 4: 1-18. Commit verses 6-8 


Golden Text: For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.— Philippians 1: 21 


forsook me : may it not be laid to their account. 17 But the 
Lord stood by me, and * strengthened me; that through me 


the message might be fully med, and that all the Gen- 
tiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the 
lion. 18 The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and 
will save me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom de the glory 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


' 1 Or, l testify, in the sight... dead, both his appearing &¢. 
2 Or, to the proof *Gr. healthful, ry ly fe Pe 1 Ge poured 
out as a drink-offering, *Or, age * Or, Gaul * Gr. s . *Or, 
gave me power Or, proclamation Gr. unto the ages of the ages, 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sonst 


- 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 
Verse 1,—Who is referred to by ‘* thee’’? (Riddle.) 
Verse 3.— What is meant by *‘itching ears’’? (Riddle ; 
Ramsay, ‘3-) 
Verses 4.—Has this prophetic utterance of Paul’s 
ever been fulfilled? (Riddle ; Ramsay, 4; Mackie, 2). 
Verse 6.—What is meant by “‘ being offered”’? (Riddle? 
Ramsay, 1.) 
Verses 7, 8.—Was there —o or personal conceit in 
these positive assertions of Paul concerning himself? 
Riddle ;. Ramsay, 6.) What time is referred to by ‘that 
ay’’? (Riddle; Ridgway, 3.) Who are rseferred to in 
the phrase ‘‘ them that have loved his appearing’’? (Rid- 
dle.) 


Verses 14, 16.—How account for the seeming lack of’ 


harmony between the last clauses, respectively, of each of 
these verses? Do not the words ‘* The Lord will render 
to him according to his works’? seem much less forgiving 
in -spirit than ** May it not be laid to their account’’? 
(Riddle. ) 

Verse 16.—What is referred to as ‘‘my first defence ’’ ? 
(Riddle, Ramsay, next-to-last paragraph.) 

Verse 17.—Is ‘‘out of the mouth of the lion ’’ literal? 
(Ramsay, last paragraph ; Riddle.) 





apart from these words to let any one tell us 
that he was a conceited man. Such passages as 
Ephesians 3: 8.and 1 Corinthians 15 : 9, settle this, 
Second, we know that Timothy was facing a tre- 
mendous responsibility and testing-time, and needed 
that which would help him most: and Paul would be 
likely to give him just that at suchatime. Third, 
when we come to look at the words in those verses 
7, 8, we see that there is nothing conceited or ego- 
tistic in them. We often think of them as though 
Paul had said, ‘‘I have won a great fight, I am a 
victorious man, I am entitled to acrown.” He said 
none of these things, but something very different, 
He my claimed. to have sept on fighting in the 
fight, the good fight, in which all men who want to 
be on God’s side must take part. . Or, to use the ath- 
letic phrase which Professor Ramsay prefers, he had 
competed in the ‘thonorable contest, he had run the 
race to the finish, and he had played fair, observing 
the rules and holding on to that which had been en- 
trusted tohim. To use a colloquial yet ea! expres- 
sive term, this man was not a ‘‘ quitter.” Paul had 
his reverses, his and. downs, his diseburage- 
ments, and—the writer believes—even his moral fail- 
ures, all through life. But he kept on fighting: he 
stayed in the race, ‘That is al! that Christ asks any 
one todo. When we. stop /ryimg, then we’re gone. 
But if we .stay in the fight, doggedly and deter- 
minedly, no matter what the discouragements, then 
we cannot lose the Gfght, and Paul’s end will be ours, 
For all such, Christ has laid up a crown. Paul's 
valedictory may be, and ought to be, the last word 
‘of every follower ‘of Christ, 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


AUL’S LAST YEARS.—As no place can be 

. found for -the Pastoral Epistles during the 
period covered by acts, the tance of their 
Pauline authorship leads to the view that Paul was 
released from n at Rome in A.D. 63; that during 
an interval of freedom he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus, 
and was imprisoned a second time at Rome, writing 
2 Timothy shortly before his final trial and execu- 
tion. The onl at payin, theme in regard to this 
period are furnished by the Pastoral epistles, though 
the early Fathers, while differing on some’ points, 
agree in stating that there was a second Roman im- 
prisonment, and that the apostle suffered martyrdom 

y the sword at Rome. —_ 

The date of « Timothy and Titus may be placed 
in A. D. 64 or 65; that of 2 Timothy not’earlier than 
A. D. 66 or later than A.D. 68. The date of the 
apostle’s martyrdom is uncertain, but it was cer- 
tainly soon after 2 Timothy was written. 

Timothy.— Probably a native of Lystra in L nia, 
where he became a believer during Paul's first visit 
there (Acts 14). His father was a Greek, his mother 
a Jewess, named Eunice; his grandmother was 
named Lois (2 Tim. 1:5). He was circumcised by 
Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts 16: 3), 
and became a eet a of the apostle. He is re- 
peatedly mentioned in the subsequent portion of 
Acts, and also in several Pauline epistles, He was 
left by Paul.at ‘Ephesus, after the release of the 
apostle from imprisonment at Rome (A. D. 63), act- 
ing as missionary superintendent. The two epistles 
addressed to Yim indicate that he was somewhat dis- 
couraged by the difficulties. of his position. It is 
probable that he came’ to Rome, as requested in 
chapter 4: 21, and that he’ was imprisoned, since 
there is a hint ot this in Hebrews 13': 23. Evidently he 
was greatly beloved by the apostle. 


‘Light on Pusaling Passe 


Verse 1.—/ charge thee: The pronoun ‘ thee,” 
supplied in English; refers to Timothy. 
erse 3.— Zhe sound doctrine: That is, ‘* health- 
ful," wholesome insttuction.’ The phrase is often 
misunderstood, as meaning correct,.doctrine,—Hav- 
ing jpn ears.: This does not refer to ‘‘ teachers,” 
as the order of the Authorized Version might sug- 
gost, but to the hearers who will not endure the 
ealthful teaching. The ‘‘itching ears” demand to 
be tickled by novelties, to be*entertained rather than 
instructed.— After their own lusts: The evil de- 
sires of the hearers will be gratified by such teachers. 
This took place very early in the history of Chris- 
tianity, and has recurred repeatedly since, 

Verse 6.—A lready being offered: Greek, ** poured 
out as.a drink-offering.’ he figure is that of a 
drink-offering .of wine, which accompanied a _ sacri- 
fice (Num. 15:5). It all points to his impending mar- 
tyrdom, an idea repeated in the next clause. 

Verses 7, 8.—The triumphant confideace in these 
verses does not indicate egotism, but rather implicit 
reliance upon she Lord, the righteous judge.—Iin 
that day: The immediate connection points to the 
day of final account, but the phrase often suggests 
the ‘‘ parousia-” or Second Advent. The mention of 
‘‘appearing” at the close of the verse favors that 
sense here, so that: the —- seems to make the 
two coincident in time. Have loved his appearing : 
The same term asin verse 1. ‘Have loved" points 
to an abiding desire for the return ot the Lord. , 

Verses 9-13 give details that shed light on the 
apostle’s activity and associates. 

Verse 14.—A lexander the coppersmith : Probably 
the man spoken of in 1 Timothy 1: 20, and possibly 
the Ephesian Jew. mentioned in Acts 19: 33.—T7he 
Lord will render : This is not an ex n of per- 
sonal vindictiveness, but of the inevitable result in 
the case of a hardened opponent. 

Verse 16.—My first defence: The opening hearing 
of the legal trial which finally resulted in the death 
of the apostle. It cannot be the hearing mentioned 
in Philippians 1 : 12-14, since Timothy was with him 
at that time — 2: 19).—o one took my part: 
Either as a pleader or an adviser. This temporary 
defection of his friends he has forgiven, and now 
prays that the Lord will forgive them. _ The utter- 
ance about Alexander (v. 14) is a declaration, this is 
a prayer. : 

erse 17.—Out of the mouth of the lion: This is 
taken literally by some, but it seems to be a figure 
for deadly danger. The early Fathers referred it .o 
Nero, before whom he was probably tried. In any 
case it points to an escape at his * first defence.” 

WesTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Paul’s Last Will and Testament 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D, 


PATHETIC interest, apart from their intrinsic 
value, is given to the wurds of this lesson by 
circumstances in which they were written, 

Paul's trial had begun: the first hearing was over, 
and the final was for atime. Yet he 
had no expecta that 
ually favorable, He 
when he must leave his 
already being poured out 

At the same time the fi 
not immediately imminent. 
and the only probable reason for the lon 
that witnesses were to be bronght from the scenes of 
his work in the East, or in yations made there as 
to its character and effect. Thus arises the double 
tone in this c r, It coutains instructions to 
Timothy as to his conduct and work after Paul's 
death, and yet it urges him repeatedly to come to see 
Paul in Rome (a long journey which might take from 
one to three months ng to the route), and to 
bring with him books and comforts for use in 
winter season, ; 

This 9 ng man who tygebe death —_ 
approaching sum; u own work, provides for 
the continuance of that work when he is gone, What 
then are Paul’s instructions, and, as we might almost 
say, his last will and testament ?—for the aang? 
which he gives to ‘Timothy is expressed so solemnly 
and impressively that it may fitly be so called. 

Paul's sole concern in view of death is that the 
work be carried on. He foresees what dangers beset 
the church in the future, because those dangers have 
already begun. Some are weary of *‘the sound and 
health-giving doctrine,” and their number will in the 
future be much increased. The teaching, which im- 
parts heaith and points the way to salvation, is felt 
to be trite, uninteresting, and old-fashioned; and 
people are full of curiosity and interest about novel- 
ties in teaching: their ears itch for a more alluring 
and exciting sort of instruction: they want teachers 
who will advise them to do what they want to do. 

In o ition to this fatal kind of teaching, Paul 
urges Timothy to preach the; Divine. message, the 
true;gospel, as he must be ju hereafter and as 
he must live now in the sight of God. He must 
prees on the work at all times, not putting off in 


opé of a:more rr bi by ble epportanit ity, hereafter, bat 
actiba now, whether the moment ia! ee le or not. 
He must take up the ‘work which is 

Paul’s hands. 

In verse 7 there is a figure of speech which is not 
military (as the usual translation makes it), but con- 
nected with athletic contests: ‘*1 have competed in 
the honorable contest: I have run the race to the 
finish: I have: observed all the rules of this race- 
course of faith." In the Christian life the competitor 
for the prize of righteousness must feel the same in- 
tense eagerness and show the same concentration of 
all his powers on the great effort as are necessary to 
win the prize in a great race. ‘The prize for the race 
was in ancient times a garland; and this garland or 
crown is ready for Paul as the consummation of his 
intense and strained effort in life. ‘There is, how- 
ever, one marked difference between the garland 
offered for an athletic prize ‘and the garland which 
God, the fair umpire and judge, offers.. Only one 
can gain the prize in an athletic contest, but all can 
equally gain that prise of a righteous life (vs: 1, 8). 

ow appears the human side in Pauls nature. He 
is lonely, except for the companionship of Luke. 
Several of his assistants he has sent away on mission 
work; and’ Demas, a good Christian in the past, has 
been.unable to endure the danyer and trials of com- 
a with Paul, and has gone back to Thessa- 
onica to enjoy comfort and ease at iome. Paul has 
sent Tychicus to Ephesus to relieve Timothy, and 
set him free to come with: Mark to Rome before the 
winter begins, But another also has gone to Ephe- 
sus, an enemy and a danger, Alexander, against 
whom Paul warns Timothy. 

In the first stage of his trial no one supported Paul 
by his presence and countenance. In this severe 
judgment, however, we must remember that only 

oman citizens could appear in court to support him; 
there is ne reason to think that Luke was a Roman 
citizen (except as a freedman, probably, who was not 
privileged to appear in court), or Tychicus; but in 
the Roman chureh there were some citizens, who 
shrank from the trial, and Paul felt their desertion. 
Yet he pleaded his own cause, with Christ as his 
supporter; and the Divine power had strengthened 
him so that the cause of the l was set forth in 
the hearing of that great court, the supreme tribunal 
of the Empire, and so much effect was produced that 
the imminent condemnation was postponed. The 
result was, indeed, not a complete acquittal; but still 
it was a great triumph that in such a time of perse- 
cution, when trial generally resulted in instant con- 
demnation, further investigation was found necessary, 
and along postponement was pronounced for the trial. 
Paul rejoiced in this result, not because he was afraid 
of death, but because it implied greater freedom for 
the Christians and fuller opportunity.to preach. 

Weknow what was the usuai method at that time of 


ow slipping from ‘ 
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executing criminals who were condemned on such 


charges as were brought the Christians, They 
were frequently exposed he tanta Qpnowed be 
wild beasts in the ort mene thre 
otherwise r t 

Br -yiude : coor gaemerement, brutal | 


man citizen was privileged to have a more 
dle form of 


¢ the 
wi onatysagred Sy it REN ke ts 
tee death. 
ABERDEEN University, ScorLaND. | 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Angio-Ausoricaa Exp.cecaes in Beyrout 


CHARGE (¢hee in the sight x 2 God (vy. 1). The 
offering of an adjuration-challenge by referring 
to the name c* some sacred person or object often 

occurs in conversation or discussion among ntals. 


In this way the speaker either tries to get his own 


re Sey 
ty ales. 
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. By William H. Ridgway 


words believed and emphasized, or to obtain a solemn ° 


assurance with rega 
action of another man. 
holds in reverence, and 


to the belief, statement, or 
Itis an appeal to what he 

uts him in the ition of 
speaking and acting as it in the presence of one who 
cannot be treated with indifference, or be thought of 
as taking part in an act of deception. On such an 
occasion an Oriental looks eagerly into the face of 
his friend, and holding out both hands in eee 
uses one or more of the following express : As 
the Lord liveth, by the life of the Messiah, of Mu- 


hammad ; by your life, by the life of your son. To- 


actept the appeal means that one is ready to suffer 
punishment from him whose name had been taken in 
vain, or to be depriverl of a precious possession if the 
declaration has been made or the task undertaken 
insincerely. The fact of Christ’s appearing, and faith 
in his universal dominion, had thus already obtained 
in the heart of Christ’s missionary disciples the ma- 
jesty of divine truth and the tenderness of a dear 
possession. 

Will turn away their ears fram the truth, and 
turn aside to fables (v. 4). 'The*principal loss which 
the Church of Christ has suffered by. this departure 
from the truth is in connection with the doctrinal mis~ 
conceptions and saint-legends, which, passed from 


Christian tradition into the Koran and ate ‘now’ re-' - 


— the millions. of ‘Islam asthe infallible reve« 
ations of the angel Gabriel to the prophet Muham-. 
mad, 


Bryrout, Syria. 
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The Missionary’s Legacy 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


N English missionary, Mr. Leupolt, was one day 
reaching in the city of Benares; India, when a 
rahman interrupted him to say to, the crowd: 

‘*See what these missionaries are doing. ‘They are 
preaching to you with the Bible in their hands, That 
is the Gospel axe unto which a European handle 
has been put ana by which they are cutting down the 
tree of Hinduism—our religion.” 

“True,” replied the missionary, ‘‘ but many a han- 
dle breaks or is worn out and it takes a long time to 
pring a new one from Europe and fit it unto the 

e >» ~ " . ‘ 


But the Brahman replied: ‘‘ No sooner does a han- 
dle become wor: out than a branch is taken off from 
the very tree of Hinduism itself and from it a new 
handle is made and the work of cutting goes on. 
Finally the tree will be cut down with handles made 
from its own branches.” 

Paul was writing his last letter, from a Roman dun- 
geon. His work was completed—the handle was 
worn out or about to be broken—but the at mis- 
sionary did not despair. Before, when all men had 
forsaken him, the Lord had stood’ by him and had de- 
livered him. Why? (v, 17.) Paul*did not see in 
this deliverance a mark of special favor to himself 
but a sign that his work was not yet finished—there 
was still more missionary work for him todo. Now 
when Paul's time for departure has come, he is con- 
tent togo. Why? Because Timothy and others are 
the new axe handles, ready to keep on cutting away 
at the rvots and branches of unbelief. 

It is these Timothys, the men converted on the 
mission fields, whom the missionaries are training 
into the work and to whom they are leaving the leg- 
acy of evangelism (v. 5). It is the native evangel- 
ists and Bible women, stationed in cénters all over 
the world, who will be the great means of winnin 
the world to Christ. The missionaries must finish 
their course before they finish the work; but the cut- 
ting will §° on, Every great missionary, like Paul 
or Carey, leaves many native evangelists like Tim- 
othy or Krishna Pal, and leaves them the legacy of 
carrying on the work. The best legacy.a man can 
leave is a noble task for which the legatee is well 
equipped. ‘ 

Brooxiyn, N. Y. 


- been in prison. 


To Die.—For / am Priagy  Ppen gd offered. ....my 
departure is come (v. 6). you ever get a letter 
from. a *‘ "? Right from under the death- 
watch? © t out of the condemned row? Well, 


bere et oe ag ar Sree ee han sie eel 


these words to his, 
ently read them. eath toa | only a de- 
ure. A getting on board and sailing away. This 

m Tennyson: 
** Sunset and evening star and one clear call for me, 

And may there be no moaning of the bar when I put out 

to sea,’’ ‘ 

When will be the time of your departure? Suppose 
you knew, what would you do? ‘To-morrow next 
day—between now and then? If would: do one 
whit differently from what you now do, it is time to 

t busy and clean up. Yes, George, *‘die with your 

s on,” but keep ‘hem polished from toe to heel. 

These Three.—/ have At the good fight (v.17). 
I love biography. I rind toe life ot over passing 
man the news ts print. Ilike to see how the 
came to be wor alf a column of valuable sjace. 
have found that every successful man’s life makes the 
Pauline triangle. A fight. Arace. Atrust. First 
the fight,—against lowly birth and the obstacles of 
poverty. Then the race,—the fierce contest with the 
other fellows and the victory due to the training in 
the fight. And thirdly the trust,—the manhood to be 
sacredly kept, and having been pe teary) +> the news- 
paper account possible. When a bank fails they say 
‘' The trust funds ace all right.” They had beiter be 
or somebody will go to jail. If man’s trusts are 
serious matters, what about God’s trusts? You fel- 
lows think your lives are yours. They are not. The 
are only trusts. Every fellow’s life is God’s an 
Coatesville’s. If you fall down and maké a mess of 
it, not‘only Jones and the Jones family are hurt, but 
the world says, ‘‘Can any d come out of Coates- 
ville ?” - Anthony Wayne, Bayard Tavlor, and a host 
of others have added stony to dear old Chester County. 
What are you going to do? (Rom. 14: 7.) 

The Second. Coming.—A// them that have loved 
his appearing (v. 8). Some Christians, think the 


world is. get better, and. bette se day will 
come the diligbeions, and then fier: wil es ee. 
Other Christians think we are now living in 2 Tim- 
othy 3, and that Christ may appear at any moment. 
Personally I hold to the latter, and 1 find it a ve 
comforting belief. I may never die and may be wi 
the dear ones to-morrow (1 Thess, 4: 15-18). But 
this is nothing to have any controversy about. Even 
the angels don't know.when. One thing certain, if 
we believe in and ** love his appearing” our lives will 
show it. Our hands and hearts will be kept clean to 
receive him. 


What Hurts.—WVo one took my part,... but all 
forsook me (v. 16). The loneliness of it ! Men for- 
sook him—not God.. In his Master’s footsteps. The 
bitterest thing. about much trouble is not the trouble 
—but the revelation of false friends. It was not the 
dagger that hurt Cesar, “*Ettu, Brute!” It was 
not the freeze of fortune that pulled the trigger, but 
the frost of friends. Paul had real friends, but they 
were mostly poor and far. away. Some may have 
‘Others couldn’t stand the Neronian 
ec i It cost a lot — start se AS The ship-on 
which most good things take poasage is hardship. 
Name a single ~ ox it which has come to the 
world easily. hatisit? Things that cost nothing 
are usually worth what they cost (Mark g : 49). 


Sunny Jim.— 7he Lord stood by me, and strength- 
ened me (v.17). In the supreme moments Jésus 
stands by hisown. He was a little.machinist at the 
Lukens steel works. His name is Frank Force. He 
was in the Iron Rose Bible class, but was won to 
Christ in the gym. at the Y. M. C. A, I had him as 
one of my teachers of 4 class of boys in my Rock 
Run mission Sunday-school. On account of his light 
heart, good nature, and bright smile, and the sugges- 
tion of his name, the fellows called him ‘‘ Sunny Jim.” 
Mr. Huston, the president of the works, selected him 
to drive his Peerless car. One day while in the gar- 
age in Philadelphia the elevator rope broke and 
dropped the car, with Frank in it, from the sixth 
story. It killed and injured some other men and 
broke Frank’s back. To the surprise of al) the doc- 
tors at the hospital, he did not die. As he lay for 
weary weeks upon a water-bed in the hospital his 
won ul sweetness and cheerfulness amazed: and 
mystified beth doctors and nurses. They couldn't 
understand it. One day as I prayed with him there 
he said, ‘** Mr. Ridgway, you think you know Jesus—- 
but you don’t. You hayen't the faintest conception 
of him. You have to get in such a place as I am to 
know the sweetness and the joy of having him with 
you.” If you go to Phoenixville, stop at the hospital 
there and see ‘‘ Sunny Jim "—tell him I sent you (Isa, 
43 : 2, 3). ; 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 12 (2 Tim. 4: 1-18) 
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Me. Joho Stewart Kennedy's Unconditional ‘Bequest to the American Bible Society of seven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) we are advised cannot be applied 
to meet Mrs. Russell Sage’s offer for an endowment. 


Two Hundred and Thirty-Seven Thousand Dollars 


($237,000) Are Yet Needed in Subscriptions 
Before December 31, 1909 


@ Sixty-three thousand dollars ($63,000) have been 
pledged since our last Bulletin, making a total.of two 
hundred and sixty-three thousand dollars ($263,000) 
pledged, of which one hundred and forty-eight thou- 


‘ sand dollars ($148,000) have been paid in. 


G@ Mr. Kennedy’s gift is a weighty endorsement both 
of the needs and methods of the Society. “ It was 
natural to him to insist on the clearest possible plans 
and the most effective and economic methods."' (Edi- 
torial, New York Times.) 

G@ The Society has only one work, that of translating, 
publishing and distributing the Holy Scriptures without 
purpose of profit and solely for the building up of the 
Kingdom of God throughout this nation and through- 
out the world. It has attended to this single task for 


months’ ‘issues in ‘China alone were four hundred and 
eight thousand (408, 000) volumes. The issues of the 
entire preceding year in China were five hundred and 
ninety-four thousand (594,000) volumes. Last year the 
Society issued: eight hundred and thirty-two thousand 
(832,000) ee. Seniors, the largest number in its 
history. 


@ TWENTY MEN AND SEVENTEEN WOMEN 
HAVE. SUBSCRIBED ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($1,000) EACH TO THE ENDOWMENT FUND. 
WILL YOU NOT JOIN THIS COMPANY ? 


@ IF NINE PERSONS WOULD GIVE US 
TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($25,000) 
each, or TWENTY-THREE PERSONS TEN THOU- 
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ninety-three years. 


or its work so far-reaching as to-day. 


Its issues were never so large 





The last six 


SAND DOLLARS ($10,000) EACH, WE SHOULD 
HAVE WHAT WE NEED. WILL YOU BE ONE? 


Small Gifts are as Gladly Welcomed as Large Ones 


Why not respond immediately that the Christmas holidays may find this great gift complete for 
the wider circulation of the Book that tells the Christ story to the world! 


SEND PLEDGES OR MONEY CONTRIBUTIONS TO-DAY TO WILLIAM FOULKE, TREASURER, BIBLE HOUSE, 
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y., OR TO ANY OF THE AGENCY SECRETARIES OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
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Making Review Sunday Profitable 





A Lively Contest Among the Big Boys 


HAVE used this method of review several times 
with my class of boys who are in High School. 
On many slips of paper I write out several qtles- 
tions on each lesson and in Sunday-school have them 
arranged in a book with sufficient ends showing so 
that they can draw three slips at a time, each slip 
containing one question. I give them about five 
minutes to read their questions, and collect their 
thoughts on the answers, 
Then I start with the end boy and have him read 
If he cannot give 
to the boy next 
some one answers 


one of his questions and answer 
the correct answer the question is 
him and so on down the line unti 
it correctly. 

The slip of paper containing the question is handed 
to the boy giving the right answer. The one who gets 
the largest number of slips—indicating correct answers 
—is the honor boy. 

They will work hard to answer their own questions, 
also the other boys’. All have shown inferest in this 
review plan.— Marie M. Wilson, Co , Ohio. 


The Newspaper Review 

f° two quarters I have used in the Adult Depart- 

ment a **Newspaper Review.’’ A sheet of 

draughting paper 3 by 12 feet was suspended 
lengthwise in view of the tie This had been pre- 
pared with crayon to represent an enlarged portion of 
the first page of a newspaper. The name across the 
top was **The First Century Bulletin.’’ ‘+ Oriental 
Press Association Dispatcher,’’ eleven columns con- 
tained the headlines of as many dispatches, one for 
each lesson. The paper is supposed to be published 
in Rome, to which come the dispatches from the dif- 
ferent localities in which the incidents of the lessons 
occur. The headline for August 22 was: ‘+ Riot in 


Ephesus! Theater-Filled with Howling Mob! Sil- 
versmiths. Union Angered at Paul !’’ 

As each headlitie was read, a member of the men’s 
class to which the lesson had been assigned gave a 
brief outline of it. 

This.plan emphasizes the ‘‘human interest’’ in 
these lessons that is considered so important in mod- 
ern newspaper work. -At-least eleven members had 
part-in the review. Some men took part who had not 
been accustomed to speaking in pablic. 

The idea can be adapted to any quarter's lesson. — 
The Rev. C. B. Boda, Willey Memorial United Breth- 
ren Church, Cincinnatz. 


< 


Missions and Boys 


UR class was considerably broken up during the 
summer vacation, and the boys were not familiar 
with all the lessons. Our review was made by 

use of the Bibles and Testaments. I prepared the 
following lines of thought, and wrote out all the refer- 
ences to them that were in the quarter's work. 

My first question was, Who was the leading character 
of the quarter, and what was his work and mission ? 

Then, to find out what was Paul's message in every 
place, I had the boys look up every reference and tell 
what it was. 

Then I asked for the Golden Text and had them 
look up all references as to how mightily grew the 
word of the Lord in each place Paul visited. . 

Next we noted what classes of people became 
Christians,.and the persons mentioned in the quarter. 

Finally, I had the references given as to where the 
gospel was. first. preached to the Jews, then the Gen- 
tiles. My scheme was to.show Paul's message and 
the expansion of the Kingdom in the first century. 
The time proved too short to cover all-the points, 
although we got most of them.——Jarte M.. Wilson, 
Golumbus, Ohio. 


A Class Circulating Library 


MUST tell you the plan of the Bereans that is 
**too good to keep,’’ so I pass it on to you that 
you may tell other classes if you wish. During 

the latter part of November we sent out stout en- 
velopes containing one copy of each of the following : 
Mastering the Book of Acts, Moulton. 
The Story of Paul’s Life, Bosworth. 
Chart of Paul’s Missionary. Journeys, Arnold. 


The front of the envelope bore this inscription : 





Journeying Literature 
. The enclosed leaflets are on a quick tuur through the 
class. Please welcome them cordially, read thoroughly, 
and hand within three days to the person whiose name 
follows yours on the accompanying list. If that person 
should be out of town, pass to the next one, marking an 





X before the name missed. 








Then follow the names of ten members living in 
the same neighborhood, the last name on each list 
being that of the class librarian. 

On the reverse side of the envelope is the following: 





A Word to the Wise 
A copy of the plan of the Book of Acts, the outline 
of Paul’s Life, and of Paul’s Missionary Journeys will 
be invaluable to you, as they will be the basis for a ~ 
written test at the close of the quarter’s studies. Write 
them down for future reference. 











In addition to the literature, theré is enclosed 
in each’ large envelope a small envelope marked 
‘Free Will Offering,’’. which is expected to more 
than repay the cost of these circulating libraries, — 
Mrs. T..B.. Allison, Parsons, Kansas. 








616 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 





sre i of editorial work pleasant as that of 

papteptee ar gy bay ong appt 
ey alaggge Sac «4 of these editorial chats of the past five ‘ 
OU know , of Massachusetts, teacher of mi 
the 


of 
Sopestincan’ hid GUE appat ‘Saar Gare We tive Ueiing aia Vase soa GM debian 
sohatlonte ter the’ gunetinal ahlieahtes et confront the girls’ teacher, Zs poeaunted toibee an 
the many public conferences that she conducts, and as come from readers of the Times. 
Still other method-articles for earnest workers with Miss Slattery to 

here. One of unusual interest will give the result of an inquiry as to the opinions of one 
hundred girls on what_ constitutes ‘‘A Lovely Teacher.’’ ‘+ Do think that would be 

worth while?” modestly asked Miss Slattery of the Editor. He x. 
oh Y Ctass or Girts”’ will be continued with its characteristic helpful- 
ness, during 1910, by a trained teacher of exceptional experience 
who will base her teaching notes, as Miss Slattery and Mr. Foster have done, 
upon an actual teaching of the International Lessons to a real class of girls 
two months in advance of the regular date, and give the tested result in the 
Times. ‘Miss HeLen Grit Lovett will conduct this department, She has 
been trained in the public school faculties of Philadelphia, having taught there 
until she was selected to teach in the Adjunct School of Practise, a school to 
which the Philadelphia Normal School. students come to receive their prac- 
tical training for work with children under the guidance, of its teachers. . In 
the Sunday-school Miss Lovett has had long experience. ‘ She holds an 
International Teacher-Training Diploma with the gold seal for. extra work, 
For three winters she took special Sunday-school Pedagogy and Child Study 
courses at the University of Pennsylvania, part of the time under Professor 


Brumbaugh, and hag lectured in the summer schools of the Pennsylvania | 


State Sunday School Association. 


] N the Times’ usefulness apart frem lesson-study, the new year promises to 

be as rich as ever. ‘Two articles on the right side of the temperance 
fight will be conspicuous. _ One will give a physician’s story of Alcohol, from 
the unanswerable standpoint of science, yet told so simply that children can 
easily understand’ it. » This is by’ Woops Huteiinson, M. D,, of New York 
City, whose fearless and uhconventional magazine articles on popular 
topics of hygiene have won him a national reputation. The otlier is a 
difficult subject to discuss, which makes its discussion only the more impor- 
tant. It is ‘‘J&sUS AND THE TEMPERANCE QUESTION”? ; its writer will be 
the beloved author of ‘‘ Ih: His Steps,’’ the Rev. CHARLES M. SHELDON. 
If Jesus made wine, why should we be total abstainers? ‘That is the twofold 
and pressing problem that Mr. Sheldon will try to solve. 


E ALL need to know more about the fine things in the lives of persons near by of 
whom we never expect much, JEAN K. BarrD will show us how we may, in a 
series of charming little sketches of real life, under such titles as 7e Man Who 

Turned the Lights Out, The Woman with the Sable Furs, The Laugh Factory, The Voice 
Srom the Basement, The Three Young Men, and other similar word vignettes. 

‘* Wuy | BELieve IN SICKNESS AND TROUBLE ”’ is not a usual or popular refrain, but 
there is a man who knows this subject, and who can write on it in a way that will set many 
a weary heart to singing. He is Ropert J. BURDETTE. 

Do you ever get tired of going to church? Are you sometimes tempted to wonder 
whether church-going is really necessary for a Christian who is active in many other 
works? THE Rev. G. A. JoHNsTON Ross, formerly of Cambridge, England, now of 
Mawr, Pa., has a message on ** WuHy WE Ovucnut To Go To CuuRcH,”’’ that will make the 
subject so fresh and compelling that you’ll be ashamed of yourself for ever having had 

ur doubts. 

a Wuy Do ForgEIGN MISSIONARIES BECOME FOREIGN MISSIONARIES? We all knowin a 
general way,—but our knowledge is too general, Harry Wap Hicks, of the Young 
People’s Missionary Movement, proposes to have some very definite information on this 
subject. He is sending to a large number of foreign missionaries throughout the world a 
questionnaire the results of which promise to. be absorbingly interesting. Fifteen ques- 
tions probe out the definite factors entering into the missionaries’ lives that induced the 
final choice,—such factors as. the emphasis of the church at home, the pastor, the Sunday- 
school superintendent and teacher, books read, etc., etc. 

FANNY CrosBy, beloved and blind hymn-writer, will celebrate her ninetieth birthday 
next March, either here or in heaven. ALLAN SUTHERLAND, author of ** Famous Hymns 
of the World,”’ will write a sympathetic sketch of her life and work. Another birthday, of 
a month earlier and of national observance, will- be recognized by a paper on ‘‘ ABRAHAM 
Linco.n’s Dest TO THE BrBig.’’ Lincoln’s close familiarity with, and constant use of, 
the Bible are shown in a way that illustrates a characteristic which has been overlooked. 

Something entirely out of the ordinary will be given in a collection of chalk talks for 
Sunday-school superintendents based on the written characters used by Indians of the Sioux 
and other Northwestern tribes, ‘‘SUNDAY-SCHOOL NEEDs IN INDIAN SiIGns,”’ cleverl 
arranged for use by a Seattle pastor, will prove a useful novelty likely to find a hearty we 
come. ‘* SUCCESS FOR THE SUMMER SUNDAY-SCHOOL”’ will be another contribution to the 
workers’ needs,—a result of a prize competition of last-season for an account of the most 
effective plans for averting the dreaded and unnecessary ‘‘summer slump.”’ 


Although we have been telling you in every issue for the past five weeks about our 


plans for the coming year, we have only just made a beginning. Next week's. issue | 


will contain a page and a half of announcements of articles that will combine to form 
a really great contribution to the study of the Life of Christ. 
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EXHIBIT *-A ” 


Order No. AA-148 
Give Bust Measure - 
$3 postpaid for this knitted 
three-quarter length coat 
eter tas ioe women. It has 
ack, two poe =< 

cuff sleeves, fastens with 
large pearl buttons, fancy 
weave. Many call the 
“* all-wool,’’” e call it 
mostly wool, because there 
ie a little cotton init: Never 
before -have we been able 
to sell this most popular 
length for less than @5. Send 
foritatonce. We know you 
will say it's the best value 
you have ever had for the 
money. At the same time 
send ioe the cut-glass Nap- 
fo per ge page. $4 
rings both of them, post- 
paid. Either of them makes 
a nice Christmas. present. 
Ask us to send you a cata- 

log covering any want. 
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annihilates the distance 


Trying it again and again, she on thensende of ethem hatte cian, | 


WANAMAKER’S PHILADELPHIA STORE 
- a tenn came enone ae 
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the store of some of the responsibility of selection. 
When you write us to do the work for.you, . 


_ «West Qnce Become Your Personal Agent, 
and are glad to assume’ all the responsibility; that of 
buying as well as selling. , 

-.. And-please-do not think that your order is thrown 
into a hopper with thousands of others,to be ground out 
mechanically—-nothing of that sort at Wanamaker's. 

None but the most experienced employes are 
even allowed to touch it. An expert ““ Shopper” who 
is ‘Tequired to take all the time necessary, goes 
straight to the stock, selects the goods personally, 
and is in every way just as careful with your order 
as you could possibly be. And would it be strange 
if long service in this: work should make the shop- 
per’s knowledge of. the goods even better than the 
customer’s in most lines ? 

It is this conscientious handling of orders, as 
well as the high quality of merchandise, which ac- 
counts forthe steady growth of Wanamaker's Mail 
Order Service. It is to-day “International.” 
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| 
A 
44 


Teachers’ Quartertit 
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Home Department Quarterly 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


nN aie i vViston Stre », Boston, 








ALEXANDER'S GOSPEL SONGS 


Figst class from cover tacover. Prices, Manila, 15 cents ; Cloth, 70 cents. 
PARLEY BE. ZARTMAN, WITHERSPOON BUILDING, - - ~ PHILADELPHIA, PA 
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WANAMAKER’S NEW YORK STORE (Two Buitdings) 


cela the: 





you, Try.us in any way. | 
“j} “Remember always that 
} the Wanamaker name is 
peek of everything. we 
sel 


On this and the opposite 
page’are two typical value 
offerings, Exhibits “A” 
and“B.” One of them is 
$3, the other $1, postage 
paid. Send at oncé for one 
or both of them. 

Also tell us what you 
want in wearing apparel 
for men, women and chil- 


a 
. 








books, fancy goods, etc. The right 
catalog will come to you by next mail, 
Be sure to ask for the New Heli- 
day Catalogs of Gifts and Toys. 
We have the test Furniture 
display in New York, in 
Colonial, Modern, and Palatial styles. 
If you will mention the style and 
pene -of furniture you are interested 
» we will send. you beautiful photo- 
graphic reproductions of them, with 
price lists. 
It is, of course, understood that if 
oods bought from us prove unsatis- 
in any way, they may be re- 
turned at our expense. 


Write to-day to 


JOHN WANAMAKER 
Section 72 














tell us what else fr are interested in. 
New York right catalog. will come by next mail. 
Ss 








dren, dry goods, jewelry, 


HIBIT “*B** Cut Glass Na 
EXHE ut Gl ppie 


For Olives or 


Order No. BB-149 
This exquisite cut-glass ** Neppie "* $1, post- 
id. Rea 


paid. 2 cut-glass, flawless, true ring—not 
pressed Ppt touched up on the ———— 
wheel, It is 5-16 inch thick and 6 inches in 


diameter exclusive of handle, in prismatic, 
geometric ‘‘Chrysanthemum and Hobnail’ 
cuttings. Sent postpaid, anywhere in the 
Uni States, for @x. See also the Women’s 
coat-sweater offer on opposite page. The 
sweater and the nappie together, including 
postage, fer less than you would have ex- 
pected to get the sweater alone. Send for 
ene or both at once, and at the same bs 

e 








































KING JAMES VERSION 
34 Take therefore no thought for the mor- 
row: for the mofrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself.. Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof, 


Prites 
35 cents to $20 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


ANOTHER ILLUSTRATION 


Matt.6: 4 


‘HE AMERICAN 
STANDARD 


is the same old Bible that we have always used, but it gives the exact meaning of the 
inspired writers in the language of to-day instead of.that used three hundred years ago. 
a 


Publishers for the American Revision Committce—Bible Publishers fer over Fifty Years 










AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
34; Be not therefore anxious for the mor- 
row: for the morrow will be anxious 
for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof. 

Edited by 
« American Revision 


BIBL 


37 A East 18th Street, New York 
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_. The Natural Laxative Mineral Water 
Nature’s. own way of 


the body 


She provides.a pure and 


’ is most a 

wholescme Mineral water as a laxative and 
dition by drinking 
the morning. 


yourself in healthy con- 
a glass on arising in. 
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contrast 
*s heroes! Rosebery tells 
ured N , on board 
the morning till noon 9 Ba he French 
noon wa t 
through a until its last 
vestige faded, and then, with a ghastly face, 
and tottered. to cabin. It was 


last view of France. Behind that van- 
ished coast-line lay his empire and his glory. 
Paul’s empire was now. coming into view. 


F omg Drape spe bn cine eyes 
pi Prssr et in his hopes of glory Paul was 
not selfish. The ‘crown of ess’? 


was not for him only, but for all who loved 
the Saviour’s ng. - Paul no 
lonely heaven, Like Rutherford, he could 
say to his friends ; ‘* Your heaven would be 
two heavens to and your salvation two 


me 
‘| salvations,’’—W, R. Clark, Crosland Moor, 


Huddersfield, Eng. From The Sunday School 
Chronicée. 
No Down Here.— or to me to live 


is Christ, and to die is gain (Golden Text). 
The Rev. Henry Venn, author of ‘‘ The 
Complete Duty of Man,’’ in one of his many 
preaching excursions, while riding along the 
road, fell into company with another traveler. 
After riding and talking together for some 
time, the stranger, looking into Mr: Venn’s 
face, said, ‘‘Sir, 1 think you muse be on the 
wrong side of fifty.”’? ‘*On the wrong side of 
fifty!’? answered Mr, Venn. ‘‘No, sir, I 
am on the right side of fifty.’ ‘‘Surely,’’ 
i the traveler answered, ‘‘ you must be turned 
fifty.”’ ** Yes, sir,’’? said Mr. Venn; ‘‘ but 
I on the right side of fifty, for every year I 
live I am nearer my crown.of glory.’’—Lissie 
E. Smith, Burford, Ont. /. rs Chamber- 
lain, in * Friendly Greetings.”’ 


Working With Our Ministers, — When 
they will not endure the sound doctrine (¥.'3). 
The ~ Spirit will not work in an atmo- 
sphere of criticism. Says D. L. Moody in 
his book, The Fulness of the Gospel: ‘+ Sup- 
posing that on the day of Pentecost the apos- 
tles had been criticising Peter, do you think 
the Holy Spirit would have worked so mi- 
raculously? Imagine John whispering to 
James, ‘It doesn’t seem to me that Peter is 
quite up to himself this morning’; and 
James replying, ‘I am disappointed myself. 
This is a representative audience, and he 
lacks polish and finish.’ Suppose Andrew 
had turned to Matthew and said, ‘ Really 
that is too bad for Peter to be so harsh on 
the ——— and rulers. _ There are so 
many other things upon which we can agree 
I do wish he would avoid all controverted sub- 
jects.’ Do you think that if that had been 
the attitude of the apostles there would have 
been any conversions?’’ Suppose we try the 
effect of sympathy and prayer, instead of 
criticism, upon our minister’s sermons.— 
Guy V. Hoard, Trimountain, Mich. 


Beware the 1— Alexander 
the coppersmith did me much evil (v.14); 
The pastor had just read the words, ‘* Alex- 
ander the coppersmith did me much evil,” 
Closing the Bible, he continued in an earnest 
tone: ** My brethren, a coppersmith is doing 
our church much evil.’? Afier the buzz of 
excited whispering had somewhat subsided, 
he remarked with a significant smile, ‘* The 
evening offering will now be taken,’’—/esse 
C. French, Thompson, N. D. From sermon 
by the Rev. Mr. Miller, Potsdam, N. Y. 


While the Lord Stands By.— 7%e Lord 
stood by me (v.17). Dr, Stuart Reid’s biog- 
phy of Sir Richard Tangey contains the 
following Cornish story: **An old bed-ridden 
woman, with no one in the house except her 
daughter, was often left on dark nights alone. 
Her daughter never missed an opportunity 
of going to chapel, and her absences left the 
sufferer solitary and depressed. A friend of 
this‘ devout young lady returned with her to 
the cottage one night and grasped the situa- 
tion, .‘ You don’t mean to say that you left 





your poor old mother alone?’ * No,’ replied 
thé girl, *i‘didn’t. She wasn’t alone. The 








the same.’” — William /. Hart, D. D., 
Utica, N.Y. From Seis Hycby; 
The prise for this week is awarded to 
tllustration. “ 


i R me to live is Christ, and to die is — 
gain. hada gh a betwixt er 
two, having | to depart a 
be with Christ; for it is very far better ; yet 
to abide in the flesh is more needful for your 
sake.’’ You have heard men wish they were 
dead. You have heard them sincerely lon 
5 lng ng He pee tea cl agg male 
wn to be a grievous en. en 
> tein ead By ee more to live for. 
When bitter ntments had clouded 
his skies and sorrows had rained 
upon him. When wealth had been swept . 
away and health had been ruined; when 
friends had fallen away ; when loneliness and 
~_ and weariness were all there was of life. 
t I doubt if ever you heard a man in the 
sunshine of prosperity, in a happy home, 
with fortune ng on him day By day, 
with friends clustering around him, © with 
every bright prospect heralding the morrow, 
wish that he might depart from all this just 
to be with Christ. 
You say, ** Well, Paul wasn’t having such 
a good time on this earth that he need want 
to stay here.’?. He wasn’t? Hesaidthatfor . 
him to live was Christ, Is there any poem 
joy greater than that? Is there any wealt 
richer than that? Paul was a supremely 
happy man. In the same breath he declares 
that while he continues in this life he will 
abide for ** your progress and joy in the faith.’’ 
That their * rejoicing may be more abundant 
in Jesus Christ.’’ His letter to the church 
at Philippi is full of joy; **I:thank my God 
upon all my remembrance of you.” ‘In 
every supplication of mine on behalf,of yon ; 
all making my supplication with joy.” ‘1 
pray that your love may abound yet more 
and more.’?’ And when he refers to im- 
prisonment and sufferings and hardships, he 
lifts his manacled -hands to heaven crying, 
‘*But I would have you know, brethren, 
that the things which happened urito me 
have fallen out rather unto the progress of 
the gospel ’*—which was all that he wanted. 
Paul was a happy man; life, with all its 
unnumbered hardships and suffering, was a 
joy tohim, When he is goaded to speak of 
his many trials he calls himself a fool for it. 
He sums up all his life experience in that 
one phrase—‘*For me to live is Christ.” 
‘‘ Christ ‘shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life or death.’ His letters 
first to last sparkle with love and rejcicings 
and joys and thankfulness and praise and 
peace and glory. He breaks off in the 
midst of a paragraph with some flaming 
ascription of loving praise ; with a ship going 
to pieces under his feet he breaks bread and 
gives thanks; his God is the “Father of » 
mercies ’’ and the ** God of all comfort ’’; he 
forgets his light afflictions in the contem- 
lation of the greater weight of glory ; when 
he thinks of the biting poverty of the churches 
of Macedonia he lifts a great sliout of joy 
because “‘in much proof of affliction the 
abundance of their joy abounded unte the 
riches of their liberality.”” Zhafs one of the 
biggest verses in the Bible’. He is an 
apostle of joy. ‘* Rejoice in the Lord alwa 
and again I will say, Rejoice.’’ In this 
very letter in which he mentions his desire 
to “depart and be with Christ,’’ his 
brethren are his dearly beloved and longed 
for, his joy and his crown. He lives in a 
world of sweet patience and joy and peace 
and love—all his life ‘‘is Christ,’’—and all 
the wealth and luxuries in the world can’t 
give that—nevertheless, he knows of some- 
thing better than the best there is here—and 
that gain is to ‘depart, and be with Christ:’’ 
You have heard: people say at the side of 
an open grave—you have said it yourself— 
‘¢ Tt was hard for him to die. He had--so 
much to live for. He was young and tal- 
ented and rich, and life held se much for 
him. It doesn’t seem right that he should 
die, when life and this world of human ac- 
tivities and usefulness held so much promise 
for him.’? I’ve heard you say it. If you 
corner me, I°ll own up that you’ve heard me 
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A Delightful New Story by Author 


Revell’s Ideal Gift 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of * Dr. Luke of the Labreder” 


The Suitable Child [itustrated by Elisabeth Shippen Green. . Norman Duncan | 


in Prete Cows meaty the Winnt 


bn geting an ‘Small 800, decorated boards. 
Personal Reminiscences 


From My Youth U 


The most mt reading is 
birth up to the present ¢-tlene, Mus 


Author o Sel Sel 


The Crown of Indiv duality 


Mr. Jordan has attracted thousands by his in 
Heobry van Dyke says: “ 


meg West 


is found in in x viv 


” is the story 
Bound Express on (Eisen E ana 
nted in colors, 


An Autobiography 


is philosophy has three big, iin 


of an Meastrions Life 
E. 


Margaret Sangster |. 
id recollections of Mrs. Sangster’s useful life from her. 


Ci sas Lts Kingship and Majesty 


William George Jordan | 
himself out of life. | 


panne ¢ on what one may make 


$; courage, cheerfulness, — Net $1.00. 





iseac Taylor Headland 
Court Life in China 


oe Capital, its Officials and People 


Prof. Headland’s vivid sh of Chinese so- 
cial life are awakeni unusual interest in the 
mpagesings. From most intimate association he has 
fa em ary account of facts little 

Court circles. J//us- 
my eg 


hb 





eae ° 
trated, ¢ 








Edward A. 
The immigrant’ Tide 


‘Perh: he jo li aon 
t test au 

peat eae acess 

mmigrant. Hie. ieteet werk shows ue the lndia- 

of turned immigrant upon his peasant 

ial and national life, etc., ay inter- 

the relation of the various races to our institu- 

ions -_ their influence upon them. Jddustrated, 
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NEW FICTION OF BERELVENT WORTH 


The Attic Guest 


A very human, touching st oun 
oii i a love of humanity” cant to 4 News oe Net $1. 


Masterman and Son sutioros 


Author of ** St. Cuthbert’s,"’ etc. 


Robert E. Knowles 


Scotch iEeeee, Portrays life with a sympathy that springs 


**A Prophetin Babylon,” etc. W.5, Dawson 


Dawson's latest novel enters an entirely new field, although, like his previous work, it is a’story dis- 


Mr. 
tinctly for this day and generation. 


Introd ucing 


Miss Kirkland’s “ 
rest long upon her first laurels. 
net $1 00. 


Cloth, net $1.20. 
Corinna 


Continuing the Story of * 


The Big Brother of Sabin St. 


In the conclusion to “‘ The Bishop’s Shadow ’’ Mrs. 
undertake in the future. 


‘*Just Boys’”’ 
Mary B. Wood 
Jangles from the Choir Roe 


Here is a book 
ako and exas 
y delights. 


Sant 


full of the 
rating exploits in ieich the choir 
llustrated, net 75 cents 





Every one will enjoy this latest work from Mrs. Thurston's pen. 


A Girl Graduate’s Story Winifred Kirkland 


‘olly Pat's Parish” called forth a universal prediction that she would not be allowed to 
In this story is quickly recognized. the truth of the prophecy. Vilustrated, 


‘The Bishop's Shadow"' 
I. T. Thurston 


Thurston hinted at this work which Theodore would 
Illustrated, net $1.00 


‘* Tell Me a True Story”’ 
Mary Stewart 


A new idea in Bible Sreelgs ie . Children’s Hour 


Endorsed by_ He an » Patterson Du Bois, 
Dr. William R ich hm of Hens Sloane: Coffin and 
others. Jédustrated, net $1 


Ra Ask your Bookseller for any Revell Book Complete List Revell’'s New Bool. free to any address. 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, ¢ CHICA 


)Piftth Avenue 
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tian mummy. 
about the times in which the Bible 
light for the times in which the Bible is speaking. If the Bible is speaking 


to-day then the supreme question is 
what is he saying to me. 


the coming year. 
enjoy the company.”’ 


Cut out this advertisement and mail 
it to 23. and v - will send you free 
severe, differect copies of the im- 
proved PELL'S NOTES on 


the Ril sedi Sunday-school 


Sons 


Robert Harding Co., Inc, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Stratt Nove eo sreeves 
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Little Talks from Pell’s Notes—No. 5 


If you want something different, read Dr. Pell, 


‘* Well, for one thing, Pety’s Nores is 
| Not ancient hi ae: 

about it except the old truths that are ever 
new. And you will not find these old 
‘truths in the dress of our grandfathers, 
Pett’s Nores is not printed for relic 
hunters. It is not the organ of the Society 
for the Preservation of Biblical Antiquities, 
It does not deal with the dead past. 
message is for the living, It 
old Plato, an old Plutarch, an old Virgil, 
but it knows nothing of an old Bible. The 
Bible is still the newest thing out. This 
morning’s paper was old at noon: my Bible 
is speaking to me a fresh message as the 
clock strikes one. 
from a present God to present men. Don’t 
tell me that the way to study this Book is 
to unwind it before my class like an Egyp- 
I don’t like the mummy smell. Of course I am concerned 


There is nothing old 


Its 
izes an 


It is a present word 


was written, but only that I may find 


not what did God say to Moses, but 


‘* If you are of the same mind I invite you to go along with us through 
But if you are only a biblical relic-hunter you will not 


+ +e eee ee eee evens 


State whether superintendent, teacher, or Bible class leader. 


eee ee eee wwe eenwnne 











say the same thing, Poor fools that we are! 
Just as though there was nothing better than 
the best of the best there is here. As though 
a man being very rich and healthy and 

pular and talented and influential and 
Entsivenea and greatly admired and beloved 
sustained a decided and mournful loss when 
he left this world and went to heaven. 

One day I met a husband and _ wife in one 
of the gayest and most beautiful capitals of 
Europe, . There is nothing in the United 
States that can be compared with it. The 
very lamp-posts are works of art, and the 
bridges that span the river are more attractive 
than some—many—-of our public buildings. 
These people were in an art gallery that held 
such treasures of beauty and genius as draw the 
world to behold. They were sitting in a se- 
cluded corner, and nearly broke down and 
cried when they beheld old friends from home 
coming resis them, They were the home- 
sickest people I think I ever saw. © Their 
hearts were longing for home almost to 
breaking. They wanted a limited train 
across the ocean, right away, making no 
stops between there and their home. They 
wouldn’t have gone to the hotel for their 
trunks, could they have caught such atrain. I 
won’t tell the name of the town—they callit a 
** city’’—where they live. It would be a 
shame, It’s one of those little towns with 
** City ’’ tacked onthename. Outin the mid- 
dle of a wind-swept prairie. Two trains a day, 
and the whole ‘City ’’ turns out to see them 
come in. Once a’ month a commercial 
traveler gets off and stocks up the two stores 
—the ‘* Emporium ’’ and the ‘‘ Repository, ’’ 
with twenty-five or thirty dollars’ worth of 
goods. When the Methodist church gives a 
** strawberry festival,’? the Baptist. church 
follows with a ‘*chicken dinner.’’ That's 
social dissipation. nd that was the town 
these people were crying for; It was 
**home.’’ 

What makes heaven a place to be desired 
far above anything we see heze isn’t the 
gates of pearl, nor the walls of gems, 
nor the streets of gold, . It is the Christ who 
awaits us. Itis the people who are there. 
It is the home of the soul; and the longing 
for it should be as intense in the brightest 
and richest and happiest days as it can be 
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in the black night of sorrow and pain and 
poverty and loneliness. 


PASADENA, CAL. 


b 
Lesson Home-Readings 
M.—2 ‘lim. 4 : 1-18 . Paul's last words 
T.—2 Tim. 2: 1-13. . . . Enduring suffering 
W.—Deut. 91: 1-13. . . . Moses’ last words 
T.—Josh. 23 : 1-14 . Joshua's exhortation 
F.—Jude 17-25 . ... Warning against mockers 
S.—Phil. 3 : 13-21... Pressing onward 
S.—Rev. 7:9-17.... .. - The white robe 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“* Fight the good fight with all thy mi ht.” 
**O help us, Lord ; each hour of n 

** Bow down thine ear, Almighty God." 
**O Jesus, Saviour of the lost.’ 

** Lord, it belongs not to my care.”* 

** Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.” 

‘*O Lamb of God, still keep me." 

** Stand up, stand up for Jesus."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book *‘ Bible Songs."’) 


Psalm go : 11-16 (123 : 6-8. 182 : 1-3). 
Psalm 92 : t1-14 (126 : 1i-14. 187: 1, @). 
Psalm 50 : 1-6 (66 : 1-6. 104 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 19-23 (101 : 19-23. yaa 
Psalm 16 :6-10 (17: 7-10, 26: 


+ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we thank thee for the testimony of thy servants 
of old to thy promised presence in all our ways 
of duty. In the dark and in the light thou art 
near. Even prison walls and angry mobs and 
the wild sea-tempest avail not to shut us away 
from thee. May we no longer move with hesitat- 
ing step along the daily path, feebly doubting 
and groping, but may.we be sober, urgent,.cour- 
ageous, speaking out for thee, and serving to 
our utmost through the unending fight, in faith, 
to the end. . Steady us, strong Son of God, for 
the brave doing of duty. In Jesus’ name we 
ask it. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— Suppose you. were 
going to start on a long journey to-morrow, 


14) 


what would be your parting words = 
dearest friend? Perhaps good- aps 
some special message you would os to have 
your friend remember always. Look for a 
moment at Paul’s farewell message. He 
wanted to say, just as you would, the most 
important things for Timothy to remember. 
What are some of them? Let us note just 
four : 





BE SOBER 
ENDURE 
EVANGELIZE 
SERVE 


TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST 











Yes, be steady and earnest; bear bravely 
and keep on bearing the hardships that come; 
let the gospel message be known by what 
you say and what you do; and serve to the 
uttermost, fulfil, A// fed? your ministry, your 
service, for others. What a message! Can 
you and I hear it coming to us to-day from 
the great Apostle? ‘Tell me, lease, the 
Golden Text. That is the summing up. of it 
all. Can that be said of us? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Department Helps 











The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


N A BOX my sister keeps a bunch of 
papers with figures and drawings and 
letters on them—all made by her little 

boy, who had been to school only two 
months, when he became ill, and God called 
him to his heavenly home last spring. She 
loves everything that he made, and as she 
showed them to me tears came to our eyes 
as she told some of his last words, One 
night, when his throat was very sore and he 





was too weak to kneel down, he whispered, 
** I say my prayers every night.’’ - She knew 
he was God’s little boy, and his last words 
were a comfort te her and will always be re- 
membered. 

In my Bible there is a bunch of letters be- 
tween two ribbons, all written by one man, 
our friend Paul. Some letters are long and 
some are short, but:all are so good that they 
have been kept many hundreds of years. 
(Show the bunch.) . In one of the short let- 
ters we find Paul’s last words, and I am sure 
you will want to know and remember some 
of them. 

Fora long time we have learned the stories 
from the Book of Acts, most of which are 
om Paul, and tell us the words which he 

ke. We learned that he was kept in dif- 

reat prisons a long, long time, as long as 
some of you have lived. A good many of 
his letters were wriiten while he was in 
— Many people love the words of 

ul next to Gnas which Jesus spoke. Part 
of his letters he wrote to the churches which 
he had started, another part he wrote to his 
friends, People love to read his letters now 
because they are so good. 

- Among Paul’s good friends was a young 
man a F Timothy, whom he learned to 
loveso well that he called him ‘*Son Tim- 
othy.”” 

It was during a missionary journey that 
Paul first knew Timothy, and invited him to 
travel with him. They were the best of 
friends, though Paul was so much older. 
**Son Timothy’’ was a fine young fellow, 
who from his childhood had been taught 
God’s Word by his mother and grandmother. 
Paul often told Timothy to remember what 
they had taught. 

sinetimes when Paul and Timothy had to 
be separated, they missed each other, but 
thought and prayed for one another. Some- 
times Paul trusted Timothy to look after one 
of the new churches, and he did it well. 

When Paul was arrested and put in prison, 
Timothy wasn’t there.. Paul was pleased 
that Timothy was free to go’on with his 
preaching, though he was often very lone- 
some without him, just, as your parents felt 
when you were away. 





Last summer, when school closed, Scott 
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Cis 09 Show the 
Paul writing -it.) This is part. 
wrote: 


Jesus be with you. 
Your own dear friend, 


He had been so long in the dark, 
prison that he felt chilly.and needed his 
cloak, I am sure Timothy tried to do all he 
asked. How Timothy prized that letter and 
remembered Paul’s last words! When you 
are older you may read the whole letter from 
the Bible. 

Sing the chorus of 


** No, Never Alone.” 


Hand-work : Write one thing which Paul 
said to Timothy, 


CHICAGO, 
% 


My Class of Girls _. 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: Pupils cannot be “taught” 
' to think, they must bé trained to think: 
The teacher’s real work is training. 

While men are living, people seldom ‘call 
them or think of them as ‘‘great,”’ It is 
only after they are dead that people begin te 
study their lives and realize what they have 
been. First of all, people like to know what’ 

reat men have said of themselves. If they 
Live left’ any sort of autobiography- it is 
eagerly studied. In what other ways do peo- 
ple learn about great men? The girls said, 
**'Talk with those who knew them,’ “ read 
what they wYote,’’‘‘see what other great 
men think about them,’’ “tread their letters 
which they wrote, like the ones Whittier and 
Longfellow wrote to children,’ etc. 

I accepted and used these answers, saying 
that in these ways we learned to know a man 
pretty thoroughly. Nogreat man. in history 
has been studied any more earnestly 
Paul, and in all these ways. Where do we 
find parts of his autobiography? ** In Acts.” 
What he had said about himself. One of 
the girls said, ‘* He told a good deal about 
himself in Corinthians.”” I asked what other 
letters he had written, and let them name-the 
Pauline Epistles, ges rm them about the 
time and place of writing of ‘those we had 
studied, including to-day’s to Timothy. 3 

* What are most of theJetters about?’ I 
asked, They said, ‘‘giving advice to peo- 
ple,’ ‘telling different churches what to 
do,’’ ‘‘ asking for money,’’ etc. 

What did Festus, Felix and Agrippa 
think of Paul? I asked. What did his 
enemies think of him? What did his.friends 
think of him? What have t men in all 
the years since Paul lived, thought of him? 
‘*That he was a great preacher,” ‘a good 
scholar,’’ ‘‘ very great,’’ etc., in answer to 
the last question. I chose a few sentences 
from» Lyman Abbott, Ramsay, Robert E: 
Speer, and .Campbell Morgan to read to 
them. 

‘* To-day in our lesson,’? I said; ** we 


some- | 


,| the letter. ad all 
éeived the crown’? when Timothy read 








Pe a 
Paul was able to look back upon his: life in 
this way bovenee each day had been. lived 
rightly. ©, qiporenped Se phanpe, *e cibeg 
Was — o said .. himself cones 
First. iy ve fought good 
Was he a good soldier? The girl 
named the qualities of a rt 


have finished the course,’’ was absent, so I 
brought out what the class knew of the Olym- 
games, e me he picture Paul 

mind of ie Joy of the yictor who obtained 
the crown. girl assigned Hebrews 12: 
I-2 was able to repeat it. 


ng friend Timothy.”’ 
told as in her own words those last instruc- 
tions of Paul. 

And so the great m and hero was 
led outside the city and rejoicing that 
for Christ’s sake he could suffer. It almost 
seems as if he were saying those words to 
Timothy, to us, as well, -‘** Preach the word,”’ 
—tell the story constantly. Be faithful to 
the truth. Be in earnest always. ‘* Fulfil 
thy ministry,’’ translated by some one, ‘* Don’t 


fail.” We discussed each of these, I asking: 
questions and giving an illustration to make 
it clear. : 


I wonder how Timothy felt when he read 
Perhaps Paul had already <‘ re- 
the 
words, 

They answered that he would feel as if he 
must doas Paul said. I said it made me 
feel, aftér all these centuries, that. I ‘too, 
must. That [had thought a great deal about 
the last phrase, ‘* Don’t fail.’? ‘That the men 
Studied this year, Peter, Stephen, Philip, all 
seemed'to say it, ‘*It is the one thing,’’ I 
said, ‘‘ that our year’s study of the * Acts of 
the Witnesses’ must have taught us to re- 
member always.’’ ‘* Win the race,’’ ** Fight 
the good fight,’’ be a *‘ Victorious Witness.’’ 
Don’t fajj. We closed ‘with prayer. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


I asked the girls. to remain after class to 
talk over the work for review. 

To the class; Write to-day’s lesson, using 
the topics. Write as a last page, for the book, 
five things our year’s study have made you 
want to remember always. I then gave each 

irl the following (if you have no. means of 
uplicating copies, dictate it to the girls) : 

**1, Study the map, sketching it quickly 
and locating places visited by Paul on the 
voyage to Rome. 2, Review what you have 
learned of the rulers who had to do with 
Paul, Festus, Felix, Agrippa, Nero, etc. 3. 
Review what you know of Romie in Paul’s 
time. 4.-Study Paul’s part in the shipwreck. 
5. Be ready tomake three or four statements 
about Paul’s letters. 

If you can do these things you need fear 
no review test. 

I then told the girls I was very anxious to 
have us review the whole year’s work, and 
had a fine plan if they would doit. I would 
ask our pastor if he’ would like to have 
us review ‘*The Acts of the Witnesses”’ 
at prayer-meeting. Wecould have our books 
there for the. church people to sce, and I 
would plan a program, giving each girl some 
part. We would have music too. They 
were enthusiastic and agreed to do whatever 
I asked. I said I would have the program 
there next week. 


Fitcusurs, Mass. * 
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The Calendar Hunt Has Begun 


but you needn’t hunt far. Here are three pointers. They will save 
you time and trouble and expense. 


10 cents 


The Sunday-School Calendar is exactly the thing to give to any 
Sunday-school friend, or to a class or school. Its price enables 
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In this picturesque little pastoral the author returns 
to the theme which he has already interpreted so 
feelingly. The scene of this new portrayal of shep- 
fe in the Orient is located definitely in a region 
admirably adapted to this narrative which answers 
fom many readers for a companion to ‘: The 

Song of Our Syrian Guest,"’ interpreting the shepherd 
love of the New Testament. The central figure of 
this story, who compares so delightfully the Shepherd 
Psaim and the Master’s words about the Good Shep- 
herd, bears a striking resemblance to a man whose 
name is honored in Great Britain as well as in America, 
Bound in vellum, with phot 
Borders and he 
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50 cents net. Envelope edition, 35 cents net. 
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I wish I was good. 
1 would like to be able to say honestly that I 
had lived a good clean life. 

I have lived a honest life. 

I have not smoked, I have ‘been temperate, 
I have kept away from drunkards, beer, and 
whisky. 

The boys who made these answers aver- 
aged thirteen and a h&lf years of age. It is 
evident that they had uppermost in their 
minds the concrete evils which are most, con- 
tinually dwelt upon in the moral teaching 
they receive. 

After they had written their answers I said 


a man well along in life, and discover what 
he was able to say truthfully about the life 
he had lived. ~We then opened our Bibles 
to the lesson and we read together the verses 
9-18, pausing only for a few explanations, 
After this was done we read verses 1-8 with 
some care, and I dwelt particularly in my 
teaching upon verse 7. By questioning the 
boys, I got them to recall some of the events 
of Paul’s life, and showed them that Paul, 


with all candor and truthfulness. 
make it clear that Paul could honestly say: at 
the end of his life that he had tried through 
all the years to be in the place where God 


wanted him to do. 

Then I turned again to the desites of the. 
boys for their own lives as expressed in their 
written answers to my inquiry... Here I em- 
phasized the fact that to be able ‘at the age 
of fifty or sixty years to say, for instance, ‘I 
have lived a clean and honest life,’’ called 
upon each boy to live that life in boyhood as 
well as in manhood, This was the particu- 
lar point upon. which I dwelt with care, for 
I wanted the boys to see that they, were 
building lives which would some day be 
weighed in the balance, and that they could 
not afford to be at fault in the building at 
any point. Of course, the lesson brought in 
a good many facts about Paul, but I tried to 
tie it very closely to the boys’ present-day lives. 


Search Questions on Next Week’s Review 

The Review suggestions that will be pub- 
lished here in next week's issue should be 
studied a week in advance. Teachers will do 
well to look up next week's article as coon as 
that issue of the Times reaches them. 

1. Find the passage which tells how a 
pict against Paul’s life was foiled by a boy, 
2. In what chapter does Paul tell the story 
of his life? 3. Did Paul go to a Roman jail 
—or how did he live while a prisoner? 4. 
What charge did Paul give to Timothy in 
Paul’s last letter? 5. What charge was 
made against Paul at the time of his arrest? 

Derroit, MicH. 


* 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
Paul’s Last Words 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (2 Timothy), 


HE circumstances of Paul’s closing years 
will always be explained in different 
ways by scholars because of the lack 

of adequate testimony regarding them, Any 
View that is upheld myst be considerably 
based on conjecture. No one can be criti- 
cized for declaring that, in his opinion, Paul 
never left the city of Rome between his first 
atrival there:and his condemnation.to death. 
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Scofield Bible Correspondence School 
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My long experience as Superintendent and 
Teacher in the Sunday School juggested this 


Pp it for the teacher or 
scholar at moderate cost. 


‘+ LOVE ° 


is a treasure box of beautiful thought and a gem in 
printing quality. Itis brimful of the heart-throbs of life 
in prose and poem, Exquisitely done in tint and oliv- 
ine with gold title and. embossed jacket and boxed. 
Send for.a sample copy of LOVE and know why more 
than half a thousand teachers and superintendents sent 





duplicate orders for from 10 to $0 copics each. It must 
be seen to be appreciated. At sight one superintendent 
ordered 100 copies, another 58 copies, and scores from 


jes each. Regular — 50 cents per copy; 


in leather, em lined and gold 
stamped, boxed. If you are a pastor, superintendent 
or teacher, and interested in the special offer ! 
have to make, send me today 30 cents in stamps 
and.! will send prepaid, a copy on approval,— 
money back if not satisfactory. 
SEND ORDER TODAY. (tT 18 THE OWE 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT YOU WILL WANT 
ALL YOUR FRIENDS TO ENJOY WITH YOU 
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what he had not already done himself. Of d ] d qd i 
all men he was best able to declare that he’| ' 2M go meda 
had undergone hardships with pr eens 
that he had withstood every sort of opposi- 
tion unflinchingly, and that he had main- kk ts 
tained his faith and courage. The Qua er Oa @mpany 
His indomitable spirit breathed throughout 
his message to Timothy, and stands out in CHICAGO 
the greater relief because of his evident lone- 
liness and sense of need, He had been the _ 
inspiring friend of hosts of Christian disci- 
Wyman 
ples; how he longed for the presence of 
some of them! Only Luke, the faithful A Man’s Book on a Man’s Job 
yak HYMNS is friend, was ‘with him. : SSS 
We always take interest in the dying words 
me a ca whiGh rss above the weezer of the tf (un aauned Missions 
which rises above the weakness of the last 
hour, we too are helped. = never was a 
nobler or finer than when he wrote these 
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THE MAYOR Y 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
‘lhe brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and tow: 
“The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Eaeaily: important is the 
cleanliness the smallest home in 
shag pity. If this can be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small 
so much the better. A cake 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. ; 
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Parents’ 





re 
. 


in care of children. It is warmly recom- 
mended by many educators, and others in- 
terested in child welfare. It can be obtained 
from the Holden Patent Book Cover Com- 


lit pe Neko 


oo The regen School Times come to the 
a one who has been asked to suggest ways 
of amusing boys afternoons ? 


stormy 
These boys are not normal, and cannot be enter- 
tained long by reading, and haye been allowed 
to play games in the barn when the weather 
does not permit walking. As I maintained that 
it was not right to Sonal the Fourth Command- 
ment, I was asked to propers a substitute for 
such games, I must ees I could think of 
nothing, and have come to you for help. Was 
I overly scrupulous about the keeping of the 
ag Day" for such a class of boys?— 


The Sabbath question involves the preju- 
dice of tradition and the prejudice of insur- 

nt license; hard and fast rule and flabby 
flexibility ; senseless piety and pious sense— 
so that a question like this staggers the ad- 
viser, What is the Sabbath for? For the 
pa of all concerned. Now, youth-nature 

emands an escape for pent-up energy. A 
statue in flesh and blood is unhealthy. Keep 
the Lord’s Day healthily, © ‘Let it be qeiper. 
sobérer, more réstrained, but not paralytic or 
grum. Specialize play, and raise the stand- 
ards of test. Get a little book called ‘* Pleas- 
ant Sunday Afternoons,’’ compiled by John 
T. Faris (§0 cents, net). It is full of ‘capital 
hints gleaned from about sixty persons, who 
submitted their experiences to The Sunday 
School Times in response to a call by the 








During Sleep 
Nature Repairs the Human Engine 


The activities of the day cause more 
or less waste of tissues in the human en- 
gine, which is repaired at night during 
sleep. 

The man or woman who can sleep well 
at night, is sure of the necessary repairs, 
other things béing right, to make each 
day a time of usefulness and living a real 


as let insomnia get hold of you, and 

the struggle begins, of trying to work 

with a machine out. of repair. A Nebr. 

woman's experience with coffee asa eo 

ducer of insomnia is interestiug. he 
8: 

x I used to be a coffee drinker and was 
so nervous I could not sleep at night be- 
fore about 12\0’clock, unless I would take 
some medicine. I was under the doctor's 
care for about 5 years and my weight got 
down to 82 Ibs. . 

** The doctor said I would‘have to quit 
drinking coffee. Then my father got me 
to try Postum which he said had done 
wonders for him. 1am past 43 and be- 
fore I quit drinking coffee, my heart 
would jump and: flutter at times, miss a 
beat, then beat so fast I could hardly 
breathe in enough air and I would get 
smothered. . + s 

“My tongen would get so stiff I could 
not talk and I could not hold a glass to 
drink from. Since I have been drinking 
Postum, in place of coffee, I can sleé 
sound any time I lie down, and I feel 
oweeverything to Postum. I now weigh 
120 Ibs.. and.am well.” 

Read’ “The Road to Weliville,” in 

k . 

“There's a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
They 


one appears from time to time. 
human 


are genuine, true, and full of 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The School Ti 


Sunday mes. 


interest. 


By Patterson Du Bois 


Problems 





him according to his tastes. 
of ’» among other things.—E. B. H. 


Give him two of that same “just 
play.”” His p ctions or tastes for cer- 
tain nts of study or science at this 


time of life mean very little‘for the future. 
So long as they are harmless let him enjoy 
his favorite occupations, but don’t bank on 
them as pr of his future interests. As 
for botany—what is botany? Encourage him 
to revel in animated out-door nature—plants, 
flowers, leaves, mosses, weeds. Let 
him hide in them, smell them, handle them, 
watch them sway in the wind, arrange them 


‘for color, decorate window-boxes, dining- * 


tables, and buttonholes— but don’t call ‘it 


botany. Don’t rip beauty and nce up 
“y back to discover species—at five years 
age. 





What would you do to encourage a child 
who is away from home to write letters? 
This particular child over whom I am puzzling 
seems delighted to receive letters almost every 
be and her father contends that she would 
write oftener if she felt the need of more tnfor- 
mation, or a closer home tie. While I fear if 
home is not kept very interesting-and close: to 
her heart she. may find other interests more en- 
grossing and her letters become fewer instead of 
more. _ At present they are not averaging one 
aweek. Itis a case of a‘homesick mother and 
a contented child. — ELEANOR. 


Other information shows that the child, 
about fourteen, was sent to, boarding-school 
for good reasons. - There was 0 alienation; 
no needed special discipline, .but certain cir- 
cumstances indicated the .adwvigability of 
boarding-school. The mother and father 
ought to write frequently; but net so often 


swer. Some. persons never become 
correspondents at‘any age, and this child 
may be one of them. I see no cause for 
worry in this case as yet. 





A class of lively boys had been saving their 
money in little earthen jugs at home, made for 


the purpose. They. wanted to buy a.Christmas 
dinner for a poor family. ‘The teacher invited 
the boys to her home for a “ jug- ing.” 


Do you think this smashing of such banks would 
have a tendency to make these boys more de- 
structive ?— HENRY. 


There is a lot of psychology bound up in 
this question. But the practical end. of it 
seems to be about this: For boys who have 
restraint enough to see the difference _be- 
tween destruction for a good reason and_de- 
struction for no reason, the jug-breaking 
would probably be a ges class exercise. 
But as all education should be ultimately 
moral.and for character, the jug night would 
seem to be an occasion when this very dis- 
tinction might be pat emphasized., If 
the gold in a bit of rock is worth more than 
the cost of its extraction, then extract it.. If 
the money in the jug is worth more than the 
jug, then get it out—letting this fact be under- 
stood. And if more money can be obtained 
by the jug method, .and a better interest in 
the cause gained by so obtaining the money, 
and if jug night helps the class spint without 
doing. harm, then it must be commended. 
But I would draw a line at least on age. 
Very young children who cannot make such 
distinctions as I have just suggested, who can- 
not appreciate the difference in value between 
a ten-cent jug and a Sevres vase would doubt- 


being taught to destroy pottery in Sunday- 
school. . They might take the suggestion 
and, on impulse, try the first hammer on the 
first porcelain bowl in sight. And then the 
undiscerning mother would punish the child 
for doing the very same act (apparently so 
to the uneconomic child) as he was taught to 
do in Sunday-school, The sum of it all is, 
break jugs if there is no better way and if the 


profit by it in every way. In other words, 


uy inter athaet t ake 
y , five years _ Says.-it’s not 
school, it's just. play. I. am tying 0 teach 

' Heis fond | 
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as to make the child feel it a burden to an-* 


less ‘be made more destructive at home by | 


jug breakers and their ** cause” are sure to} 
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‘Calls were for grown-ups. 











Mama was going, 
smoothed it out in a flash, 

** Mama, couldn’t I go calling, too? ”’ 
asked, ‘‘I’m most sure I'd bot bother F Peggy Mt 
I stay at home and—and—’”’ 

** Where would you like to go? ” inquired 
mama. 

Theo considered. Don wasn’t at home, 
M ie had company, and Marie was tak- 
ing her nap. Anyway, those wouldn’t be 

they’d be just everyday play visits, 
** I'd like to call 
on old Mrs. Philipps,’? he said slowly. 
** She’s about the grown-upest lady I’m >. 
quainted with.” 

Mama smiled, but she only said, ** Why, 
ges, I should think you might go there, if 

ou can be very polite. Callers are, you 
raat and always try not to make their host- 
€ss any trouble, or stay too long.’’ 

Theo thought it over. Yes, he’d try it, 
especially if he could have on his best suit 
and the kid gloves Aunt Emilie had sent for 
his birthday. Mama helped him get ready, 
even weakling till she had pede every chubby 
finger into those gloves, and buttoned the 
fat wrists out of sight. 

Mrs. Philipps came to the door herself 
when Theo rang the bell. She was a tall, 
stately old lady with white hair, and a man- 
ner that never had made Theo feel quite at 
home with her. It was because he never 
would have dreamed of making her a ‘play 
‘visit?’ that he thought of coming to call. 

““What-do you want, little boy?’ asked 
Mrs. Philipps. 

**T’ye come to call on you,’’ explained 
the visitor. ‘* Mama’s gone calling, and I— 
I have, too.’? ‘Theo was a little uncomfort- 
able. He hadn’t expected to have to ac- 
count for his coming. 

** Well, did you ever? Come in and have 
a seat. But I'll have to get you to excuse 
me while I take a short nap. I’ve been so 
drowsy all afternoon I can’t keep awake any 
longer. I'Jl only be a very few minutes,’’ 

Thev said, ‘*Certainly,’’ because he 
thought that was the polite thing to say, but 
he really didn’t believe Mrs, Philipps heard 
him. She had dropped into her big chair, 
untied her cap-strings, and closed her eyes. 
Just then the clock struck three, When it 
struck four Theo felt for his clean handker- 
chief, and wiped a wet spot off his sleeve and 
another off his cheek. But he didn’t make 
asound. He remembered what mama had 
said, and he was trying to obey—only about 
Staying long, and that he felt he couldn’t 
control, 

It was almost half-past four when Mrs. 


Philipps woke up. Her caller still sat where 


she had put him, his eyes were heavy, and 
the corners of his mouth were drooping down 
instead of curving up as they usually did, but 
his shoulders were straight and his kid gloves 
were folded patiently together, with the 
chubby fingers still inside them. 

Mrs. Philipps stared for an instant, then 
suddenly remembered. Then she looked at 
the clock, rubbed her eyes, and looked 
again. After that she did the most surpris- 
ing thing. Just gathered her caller up in 
her lap and kissed him. 

**You dear little gentleman. You're a 
boy in a thousand—a real Casabianca. Please, 
please forgive me.”’ 

Theo didn’t know why she called him such 
a queer, long name, but he understood what 
followed very well indeed, for Mrs. Philip 
could make the most beautiful cookies in ie 
shortest time. And she assured him that it 
was time for the call to end and the ‘‘ play 
visit ’? to begin, and it didn’t matter how long 
that lasted. 

Jt was tea-time when he left, with a rosy 
apple in each jacket pocket, a bay of cookies 
in one hand, and a slice of cake in the ether. 

“Come again soon, Casabianca,’’ Mrs, 
Philipps called after him. 


till a sudden wed ing the 
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Geste other Scriptures speaking of life be- 
yond. 
ak. of the places where Jesus speaks of 


What does Christ’s resurrection prove to us ? 


UR Lord Jesus had no fear of death. 
There are some who think that the 
agony of Gethsemane sprang from 

such a fear, but we believe that what Jesus 
feared in the Garden was not death upon the 
cross, but death before the cross; that what 
he shrank from was not death for its own 
sake, but death before he‘had completed his 
work, To return to God was to be glorified 
again with the glory which he had with God 
before the world was, and that was not a 
thing to be fcared. To go back to God was 


to re-enter his Father’s house of many man- } 


sions, Why should he flee from that? 
Surely we will not flee from that. 


Paul was not alraid of death. 
for what.Jay beyond death, ‘* I have the de- 
sire to depart and be with Christ ; for itis very 
far better.’’ Death had no terrors for him. 
When Chinese Gordon visited the Sultan of 
Zanzibar, the Sultan asked Gordon threaten- 
ingly whether he did not know that he could 
put him to death.. Gordon lightly told him 
in reply that that would be a great accomo- 
dation to him; that he would be glad to go 
and had no fear of death at all. Why should 
he? Were not the many joys he most longed 
for waiting for him-there in the land of the 
unhindered service and of the perfect love ? 


That river which we call death and which 
the soul must cross is nothing to fear, The 
great Captain of our salvation has crossed 
and returned, and is there to carry safely over 
all who will trust him. He will go with 
them over the flood. Aid think what awaits 
them on the further shore ! 


‘*O could we meke our doubts remove 

‘Those gloomy doubts that rise, 

And see the Canaan that we love 
With unbeclouded eyes: 

Could we but climb where om stood, 
And view the landscape o’ 

Not Jordan’s stream nor death scold flood 
Should fright us from the shore.’ 


All of us must cross.the river. Why do 
we cultivate fears of what is inevitable? We 
ought not to think or speak of death as a 
mournful or terrible thing. It is awful when 
it means the end of life to one who has 
wasted life and flung away its opportunity. 
It is sad to those who are left behind and who 
lose from sight for a little while those who go. 
But all the rest is bright and glorious, and as 
those who have gone grow more and more, 
more and more our hearts yearn thither. And 
we truly feel what we sing: 


“ O sweet and blessed country, 

The home of God's elect, 

O sweet and blessed country 
‘That eager hearts expect, 

Jesus, in mercy bring us 
To shat dear land of rest, 

Who art, with God the Father, 
And Spirit ever blest."’ 


For there, at last, 


** With the morn those angel faces smile, 
Which I have loved long since and 
lost a while." 


He longed’ 
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